
environmental issues. Janneke was
drawn to Bike Santa Cruz County
because of her commitment to
environmentalism and reducing the
impacts of climate change, and to
making Santa Cruz County a safer
and more bike-friendly community.

“I am honored to fill this position
and will work hard to represent
cyclists of Santa Cruz County, from
Boulder Creek, to the Summit, to 
the City of Watsonville. I believe all
people should feel safe to bike on
our streets, whether they commute to downtown Santa Cruz or to
a farm in Watsonville. By building world-class infrastructure,
Santa Cruz County can be a place

After a months-long search, Bike Santa Cruz County is pleased 
to announce the hiring of our new Executive Director, our former
Events and Membership Coordinator, Janneke Strause. As we
welcome Janneke, we also want to wish our previous ED, Amelia
Conlen, all the best in her new job as Transportation Coordinator
for the City of Santa Cruz. Amelia will continue her involvement
with Bike Santa Cruz County as our newest Board member.   

Janneke graduated from UCSC in 2011, majoring in Politics
and Philosophy. After graduation, she spent two years in Southern
California, where she worked as Office Manager and Volunteer
Coordinator for the San Diego County Democratic Party. She was
later hired as a Technical Writer for SeeScan, a manufacturing
company specializing in pipe inspection systems. 

In 2014 Janneke made her way back to Santa Cruz, where 
she started The Inspiring Enterprise, a nonprofit that provides
mentorship and resources to startups focused on a social or
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Thanks to our business members for
supporting Bike Santa Cruz County

GET YOUR NEW 
BIKE SANTA CRUZ COUNTY T-SHIRT!

Order yours at www.bikesantacruzcounty.org

• Available in adult men’s and women’s sizes
• Designed and printed locally

$20 each
free with membership of $50 or more
(Add $5 for home delivery by PedX in the Santa Cruz area)

GREEN T-SHIRT WITH
WHITE ARTWORK ON FRONT

If you or someone you know owns a local business and would
like to support Bike Santa Cruz County, contact Janneke 
at director@bikesantacruzcounty.org. about becoming a
business member.

Bicycle Trip–15% off parts and accessories for members
(excludes bikes, labor and special orders)
The Bike Church
Caletti Cycles
ComForCare Home Care
Eileen Cavalier Psychotherapy
Epicenter Cycling
Law Office of Daniel H. Rose
Greenspace
No Enemy
PedEx Courier and Cargo
Spokesman Bicycles–10% off for Bike Santa Cruz County 
members (excludes bikes and service)
Staff of Life–support Bike Santa Cruz County with your
store bag tokens (5¢ for each paper bag you don’t use!)

BECOME A BIKE SANTA CRUZ COUNTY MEMBER!
Join online at www.bikesantacruzcounty.org, or send the form
below with a check (payable to Bike Santa Cruz County) to:
Bike Santa Cruz County / 703 Pacific Ave. / Santa Cruz, CA 95060.
All members receive: email Action Alerts, discounts at local busi-
nesses and Bike Santa Cruz County events, invitations to monthly
member-only social rides, and use of our waterproof Burley trailer.
Memberships also include: 
� $1,000 Wheel includes event sponsorship 

(Tax deductible–call to arrange)
� $500 Hub includes Bike Santa Cruz County cycling jersey 

(Tax deductible–call to arrange)
� $200 Spoke includes Bike Santa Cruz County cycling jersey
� $100 Bearing includes Bike Santa Cruz County trucker hat
� $50 Household includes t-shirt
� $30 Individual receive your Update by mail
� $20 Underemployed (Work exchange available–call to arrange)

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

HOME PHONE EMAIL

� New member � Renewing � Contact me—I’d like to volunteer

Santa Cruz County Cycling Club 
Bike Santa Cruz County
703 Pacific Ave.
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
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The UPDATE is published by Bike Santa Cruz County. Our mission is to
promote bicycling through advocacy, education and community building.
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In honor of our 25-year anniversary, Bike Santa Cruz County is
pleased to announce five Lifetime Achievement Awards, presented
to community members who have each contributed over 25 years
of service to promoting bicycling as a transportation option in our
county. The recipients were recognized at our Annual Dinner on
December 4, where they received awards crafted by local artists
Alex Yasbek and Chris Holcomb. Award winners, in alphabetical
order, are: Cory Caletti, Piet Canin, Ron Goodman, Berri Michel,
and Micah Posner.    

Cory Caletti is a Senior Transportation Planner and Coastal
Rail Trail Program Manager with the Regional Transportation
Commission (RTC). In 1995, Cory began working for the RTC as a
student intern and was one of the original Bike to Work Day 
co-ordinators before she began working full-time for the RTC. As
a transportation planner, she has worked to bridge the divide
between policymakers and community advocates. Cory has had a
major role in numerous bike projects throughout the county as a
planner and, since 2004, as staff to the RTC’s Bicycle Advisory

Committee. Most notably, she has managed the Coastal Rail
Trail’s implementation and its award-winning Master Plan devel-
opment process. Bringing public and private interests together,
she helped to secure funding for over 25% of the project. Cory
has successfully led efforts to build broad support for the trail
from municipalities, elected officials, and stakeholders across
Santa Cruz County. 

Bike Santa Cruz County’s Lifetime Achievement Awards 

(continued on page 4) 

(continued on page 4) 

Lifetime Achievement Award Recipients (L–R): Micah Posner, Berri
Michel, Cory Caletti, and Piet Canin. (Not pictured: Ron Goodman.)

Janneke Strause: Bike Santa Cruz County’s New Executive Director

Janneke Strause, Bike Santa
Cruz County’s incoming ED  



Willow: More green lanes in Santa Cruz County would really be
beneficial for road safety. I also have a big appreciation for 
separated bike paths, like the Rail Trail, where nature is visible,
making a daily route much more pleasant.

Q: As an intern, what are you excited about working on?
Audrey: I’m excited to help with hands-on projects and commu-
nity rides, and to learn more about the process of planning 
successful events. I’m also excited to work on our collaborative
event with the Museum of Art and History. I’m hoping to work on
a community event/ride for Scotts Valley.
Willow: I want to work on getting people involved with how 
biking connects with environmental issues like climate change.
I’m also excited about supporting my peers and myself in
empowering ourselves through learning more about bike main-
tenance and mechanics.

Q: What are some of your other interests and hobbies?
Audrey: My interests are mainly art related. I enjoy sketching,
sculpting, photography, linoleum printing, and painting. I play
the uke, and I love to go hiking.
Willow: Some of my main hobbies are studying herbalism and
naturopathic medicine, drawing and painting, and playing music.
I play the ukulele, guitar, piano, and most importantly, I sing.

Q: Is there anything else you’d like to share?
Audrey: My goals are to give back to my community through my
work with Bike Santa Cruz County. I want to take this as an
opportunity to learn more about advocacy work and gain more
professional experience. I’d love to help Bike Santa Cruz County
reach their goals and complete more projects.
Willow: I appreciate how hard Bike Santa Cruz County is work-
ing to get more green lanes and more separated bike paths. I
look forward to watching Bike Santa Cruz County make many
more amazing accomplishments. �
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Open Streets Encourages More
Bike and Pedestrian Trips
Bike Santa Cruz County was thrilled at the participation of over
10,000 people for a car-free event on West Cliff Drive on Sunday
October 9. Forty local businesses and nonprofit organizations
lined the road to offer resources, samples, and smiles to Open
Streets attendees. 

Open Streets Santa Cruz was founded in 2012 by Saskia
Lucas, who organized the event for its first three years. In 2015,
Saskia handed the operation of Open Streets over to Bike Santa
Cruz County, and in 2016, served as consultant to assure a
smooth transition. Under Saskia’s guidance, Bike Santa Cruz
County Event Coordinator Janneke Strause presented the fourth
version of this highly popular, family-friendly event. 

The mission of Open Streets is to foster individual and com-
munity health through creative use of public space. One of our
goals in closing West Cliff Drive to cars for part of the day is to
give people a positive experience of using the full road for walk-
ing, biking, and skating. Another goal of Open Streets is to
encourage more people to reduce their reliance on the automobile
for daily trips. After this year’s event, we conducted a casual 
survey of attendees. Thirty-seven percent of respondents said
they had increased their transportation trips by bicycle after
Open Streets. Sixteen percent said that they had taken more
transportation trips by foot after Open Streets. These survey
results will help Bike Santa Cruz County access additional grant
funding that will allow us to increase the number of Open Streets
events the county. 

We hope you will join us for Open Streets Watsonville on 
May 21, 2017. To receive updates and news, sign-up for the
Open Streets email list at www.scopenstreets.org. �

An estimated 10,000 people enjoyed a beautiful day on West Cliff Drive
for Open Streets Santa Cruz. 

Funding Awarded for Open
Streets Watsonville in May 2017
On September 1, 2016, the Regional Transportation Commission
selected projects to receive $7M in local shares of federal trans-
portation funds. While Staff did not initially recommend funding
for an Open Streets event, Commissioners committed $10,000
for an Open Streets event in Watsonville after hearing testimony
from community members. These funds come from the Surface
Transportation Block Grant Program, a federal program created
by the federal Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act (also
known as “FAST Act”). 

Save the Date: Open Streets Watsonville 2017 will be held on
May 21, from 11AM–3PM. We hope to engage more participants
and local businesses, increase youth involvement, and expand
representation of local culture. If you are interested in serving on
the planning committee for Open Streets Watsonville, or if you
would like to volunteer in some other capacity, email Janneke at
director@bikesantacruzcounty.org. �

Hands-on learning in a supportive environment. No prior 
experience necessary! For more information about classes or
volunteering, send email to bikechurch@santacruzhub.org.

OPEN SHOP HOURS   
Mon, Tues, Thurs, 3–7PM / Wed, 6:30–9PM

This class covers the three major systems that operate on a
bicycle. We will go over basic maintenance and tour the Bike
Church. A great class for beginners or newcomers.

WOMEN/TRANSGENDER/FEM WORKSHOP (WTF!)   Noon–3PM

DROP IN: 1st and 3rd Sundays
Jan 15, Feb 5 & 19, Mar 5 & 19, Apr 2 & 16 
This class is a space for women, trans and fem folks to work on
bikes and learn new skills. Taught by women/queer mechanics. 

BIKE CHURCH SEEKS VOLUNTEERS 
Email us at bikechurch@santacruzhub.org or drop in during
open hours (listed on website) to let us know if you are interest-
ed in volunteering. Orientations will be scheduled as needed.
You do not need to have bike mechanic experience to volunteer.

703 Pacific Avenue (entrance is on Spruce Street) 
831-425-BIKE    •   bikechurch.santacruzhub.org

THE BIKE CHURCH: Upcoming Classes
All events are free (donations accepted)

For the past 10 years, Bike Santa Cruz County has received
funding from a generous member and donor to hire high school
students to support us with our advocacy work. Interns help with
a variety of projects, from office tasks, to bike valet parking, to
membership renewals, and even designing and implementing
their own projects. Our two newest interns, Audrey Webb and
Willow Burns, share their thoughts and inspiration, and what
they are excited to be working on.

Q: How old are you and where do you go to school?
Audrey: I am 15 years old, and attend Scotts Valley High School
as a sophomore.
Willow: I am 14 years old. I go to Alternative Family Education
on the Branciforte Small Schools campus.

Q: Why is biking important to you?
Audrey: Biking is important to me because it’s how I bond with
my family and get exercise. My dad is an enthusiastic cycling
fan, so going on bike rides around our town is a great way for 
us to bond. My favorite way to get some fresh air is to take a nice
ride in the redwood forests around my home.
Willow: Biking is something I do to contribute less greenhouse
gases into our environment. It is also one of my family’s main
ways of getting around. I live up in Bonny Doon on a small farm,
and until recently, we did not own a car, so we rely on our bikes
and public transportation.

Q: Why did you want to intern for Bike Santa Cruz County?
Audrey: I heard about it through a friend/mentor. I was immedi-
ately hooked on the prospect of an advocacy-involved internship,
and the fact that I enjoyed cycling was a bonus. Bicycling is very
important to our environment, community, and my personal life.
Willow: I applied for this internship because I am an environ-
mental and community activist, and want to get involved in
social change. I would like to see more awareness and involve-
ment on the topic of climate change and one great way to do so
is getting more people biking.

Q: What do you think our community needs in terms of bike
infrastructure?
Audrey: Our community needs more accessible bike routes.
Beautiful and safe bike routes such as the Rail Trail project
would benefit our community greatly. I’m also passionate about
increasing Bike Santa Cruz’s community outreach to other towns,
including my town, Scotts Valley.

Welcome to our New High School Interns

Interns Audrey Webb (L)
Willow Burns (R)



GREEN WAYS NEWS

It has been an exciting fall at Bike Santa Cruz County, especially
for our youth program. Green Ways to School has been an integral
part of Bike Santa Cruz County’s education and advocacy efforts
since 2008. Over the years we have continued to expand our
presence throughout the county, with offerings that include 
several middle-school bike clubs, the Watsonville Earn-a-Bike
program, school-wide assemblies, youth bike advocacy jobs,
Bike the Bay (our annual teen bike tour from Santa Cruz to
Monterey), and much more. Here are some recent highlights:

Building Bikes, Building Community. 2016 saw the fifth install-
ment of the Watsonville Earn-a-Bike program since it began in
2014. For the past two-and-a-half years, we’ve hired and trained
over 30 teens from Pajaro Valley High to mentor their younger
peers in bicycle safety, mechanics, and healthy lifestyles. Our teen
mentors also help younger students refurbish donated bikes,
which participants keep at the end of the program. Since we start-
ed, we’ve provided bikes, lights, locks, multitools, and helmets to
75 middle school students. This fall, we expanded the program 
to include a community bike ride and a nutrition and cooking 
curriculum, provided by the county’s Health Services Department.
We couldn’t do this program without the generous support of the
community, including many bikes and volunteer hours donated
by Bike Santa Cruz County members, the financial support and
in-kind donations from Bell, the Pajaro Valley Community Health
Trust, and our long-time funders, the Webster Foundation.

Earn-a-Bike Expanding to Live Oak. We recently learned that
our proposal to expand Earn-a-Bike to Live Oak was approved by
the Community Foundation of Santa Cruz County. The $9,000
grant will help us serve 40 middle school students, and 15 high
school mentors in mid-county. The Live Oak program involves
many new collaborations and will launch in 2017. Live Oak’s
Earn-a-Bike will include community rides, and program partici-
pants will assist in activities for families with young children. 

In 2017 Green Ways will also partner with Shoreline Middle
School, Cypress Charter School, Harbor High’s Bike Tech class, a
Live Oak family and student collaborative effort called Cradle to
Careers, and the East Cliff Family Health Center. 

As always, we welcome donations of bikes, volunteer hours,
or any financial contributions that will help us cover costs and
keep the program free to the communities we serve. For more
information, please contact Green Ways director Tawn Kennedy at
greenways@bikesantacruzcounty.org or (831) 425-0667.  �

2016 Election Results
With the campaign season finally behind us, there is much to
reflect on as we consider the election outcomes and what they
mean for our collective future. As we begin this new chapter—
one that has stirred up a wide range of thoughts, feelings and
uncertainties—we encourage our members and supporters to
stay involved in ways that are personally most meaningful. For
our part, Bike Santa Cruz County is redoubling our commitment
to create a healthy and engaged community, and pledging to
work even harder on behalf of cyclists of all ages, abilities, 
and means.

* * *
At the national level, the polarizing 2016 election leaves

those concerned with transportation and environmental issues
with little to celebrate. What the new administration will do—
and how much power it will have to undo existing environmen-
tal protections—will become evident in the months ahead.
What we do know for now is that the president-elect’s appointees
do not inspire confidence, and that it is more important than
ever to communicate with state and national elected officials to
make sure our voices are heard. 

In California, Santa Cruz County was one of six counties that
passed a sales tax measure to help fund transportation infra-
structure projects. At Bike Santa Cruz County, we recognize that
Measure D (aka “the 2016 Transportation Improvement Plan,” or
“TIP”), was imperfect and controversial, and that it has caused
divisions within our community. Moving forward, we hope that the
highway widening included in the measure will be balanced by
meaningful improvements to our bike infrastructure that will lead
more people to choose non-automotive means of transportation.
New tax revenue from Measure D will help pay for local improve-
ments and will make the county eligible for federal and state
grants that require local sources of matching funds. In addition,
Measure D will provide significant funding to the Coastal Rail
Trail and other projects that directly benefit bicyclists. With the
measure’s passage, each jurisdiction in the County will create a
five-year expenditure plan that includes a public process prior to
adoption. Bike Santa Cruz County will track and help shape these
plans to ensure that the needs of bicyclists will be prioritized. Let
us know which bike projects you care about most by emailing
Janneke at director@bikesantacruzcounty.org.

Locally, we extend our congratulations to new and re-elected
City Council members throughout the County. We especially wish
to acknowledge Chris Krohn (Santa Cruz), and Jack Dilles (Scotts
Valley)—both of whom were endorsed by Bike Santa Cruz County
for their strong pro-bike statements. We hope to meet with all of
our Council members individually in the near future to discuss
how we can work together in 2017 and beyond. �
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Santa Cruz Bike Party
2nd Friday of each month

Meets at 7PM at the Bike Church  
(Spruce and Pacific in Santa Cruz)
It’s a party—on bikes—with a 

different costume theme each month!

Riders of all ages and skill levels welcome.
More info at santacruzbikeparty.org

or on Facebook at Santa Cruz Bike Party.

2016 Member Rides
Bike Santa Cruz County now offers monthly social rides for our
members. These weekend rides explore a variety of places and
activities in the county, and are led by Bike Santa Cruz staff. In
2016, destinations included an avocado farm in Corralitos, Wilder
Ranch State Park, Swanton Berry Farm, Corralitos Brewery, and
Nisene Marks State Park. Become a member today by going to
www.bikesantacruzcounty.org/members, and ride with us in
2017. Your support allows us to continue advocating for better
bike lanes and safer streets!

Corralitos Brewery
Wilder Ranch State Park

Avocado farm in Corralitos

Swanton Road

State Funds for Rail Trail Segments 
The California Transportation Commission Staff has announced
final awards for the Small Urban and Rural Components of the
2017 Active Transportation Program. More than 450 applications
were submitted, totalling $976,768,000. 

Among the approved funding requests was over $3M for
design and environmental review for the Coastal Rail Trail
Segment 8 (Beach Street to Murray Street, including the trestle)
and Segment 9 (San Lorenzo Rail Bridge to 17th Avenue). Many
thanks to Santa Cruz City Staff who helped secure these funds. �

Run By the Sea 2016 was held on August 28, with 422 runners
of all ages and abilities participating in this fundraising event
at Wilder Ranch State Park. Founded in 2012 by former People
Power director and current Bike Santa Cruz County Board mem-
ber Ron Goodman, the event’s purpose is to highlight the north-
coast section of the future Coastal Rail Trail and to raise money
to support its completion. 

After establishing the run as a popular event, Ron passed the
torch to Bike Santa Cruz County last year, offering support and
assistance to our Event Coordinator, Janneke Strause, as she
managed the run for the first time.  

This year’s 12K and 4K routes snaked around the coastal
pathways at Wilder Ranch, with a beach crossing where volun-
teers helped guide runners along the route. “I loved experienc-
ing Wilder Ranch in a whole new light, and sharing my passion
for running with so many like-minded community members!”
said 12K runner April Randol. 

Many thanks to our sponsors for supporting Bike Santa Cruz
County and the Coastal Rail Trail. Please visit our friends at Fleet
Feet Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz Core+Fitness, Sports Basement,
The Bagelry, Java Junction, Mission Hill Creamery, Verve Coffee
Roasters, Live Earth Farms, Companion Bakeshop, Santa Cruz
Mountain Brewery, Cycle Works, Equinox, Friends of Santa Cruz
State Parks, Sawyer Land and Sea Supply, and Nordic Naturals.

We look forward to Run by the Sea 2017 and invite you to 
sign up for updates and announcements at the event website,
www.runbythesea.org. �

422 Ran By The Sea



Piet Canin, of Ecology Action, has led the growth of Santa
Cruz County’s Bike to Work Day/Week for almost 30 years, and
has helped transform it into one of the most popular bike events
in the county. Piet has also worked to develop and grow Ecology
Action’s “Bike Smart,” a cutting-edge youth bike safety program
that today serves over 2,500 students a year, with 75 classroom 
presentations and on-the-pavement skills courses. In 2016, Piet
was instrumental in negotiating increased funding for the Coastal
Rail Trail, from $41M to $85M, in the recently-passed Measure D
transportation sales tax measure. 

Ron Goodman co-founded People Power in the early 90s as an
effort to stand up for cyclist’s rights and to protest the connection
between militarism, US foreign policy, and reliance on Middle East
oil. Ron has been extremely influential in making transportation by
bike more accessible and convenient by helping to write the City
of Santa Cruz’s bike parking ordinance, working with Metro to get
bike racks on buses, and advocating for the Coastal Rail Trail and
the Arana Gulch Multi-Use Path. Ron founded Run By The Sea to
raise money for the Rail Trail sections north of Santa Cruz. He has
served for many years as a member of the People Power/Bike
Santa Cruz County Board.

Berri Michel is a true believer in the transformative power of
the bicycle. As one of the earlier co-owners, and then owner, of The
Bicycle Trip, Michel worked for a decade with local businesses and
the City of Santa Cruz to get bike lanes on Soquel. Michel’s pas-
sion for providing bike-safety education for all school children led
to the creation of Bike Safety Rodeos, which evolved into Ecology
Action’s Bike Smart program. Michel’s vision of integrating bicy-
cles and bike mechanics into middle- and high-school curricula
led the groundwork for school bike clubs and Bike Tech at School.
The latter is an accredited high school elective that introduces
students to bike industry careers and teaches the skills to become
entry-level bike mechanics. The Bike Tech program also provides
career counseling in seven local high schools and is expanding
nation-wide. 

Micah Posner worked for many years in bicycle advocacy
before serving as People Power director from 2002–12. He co-
founded People Power in 1991, the worker-owned, cooperative
bicycle courier service PedX in 1994, and Santa Cruz Pedicab 
in 2012. For a decade, as People Power’s director, he worked 
tirelessly to get numerous bike-friendly projects built, including
the Arana Gulch Multi-Use Trail, bike lanes on Soquel, the Beach
Street bikeway, and the San Lorenzo River Bridge near the
Tannery. In addition, Micah has been a commited activist as 
one of the early members of The Campaign for Sensible

Transportation. He was an unrelenting advocate for the County’s
purchase of the rail corridor,  and has been a consistent and
vocal opponent of Highway 1 widening. “Micah pedaled the bike
advocacy movement through years when cyclists were consid-
ered second-class road users,” shared Tawn Kennedy, Youth
Programs Director at Bike Santa Cruz County. “Thanks largely to
Micah and his contemporaries, riding a bike is now considered
mainstream, and Santa Cruz has the second highest rate of bike
commuting in California.” 

* * * * *

It is with heartfelt gratitude that Bike Santa Cruz County honors
the decades that Cory, Piet, Ron, Berri and Micah have devoted
to making Santa Cruz County safer and more enjoyable for all
bicyclists. Through smart and effective leadership, these five
individuals have done an extraordinary job of raising awareness
of issues ranging from climate change and environmental 
protection, to bicycle infrastructure planning and education, to
economic inequity and a more just transportation system. Bike
Santa Cruz County looks forward to building on the foundations
that they have created for us. �

Executive Director (continued from front page) 

Lifetime Achievement Awards (continued from front page) 

Become a Bike Valet Volunteer!
Bike Santa Cruz County will be providing valet 
bike parking at lots of great events this spring. 
For training to become a bike valet volunteer, 

email Janneke (director@bikesantacruzcounty.org) 
or call (831) 425–0665.

where commuters, tourists, families, and students can safely use
bicycles as transportation,” says Strause.

Strause’s experience as the Executive Director of The Inspiring
Enterprise and her background in political and community organ-
izing will serve her well in advancing Bike Santa Cruz County’s
vision. “Janneke has shown herself to be an effective leader
since joining the organization six months ago, and we look 
forward to having her as our new Executive Director,” says Board
member Elise Ehrheart.

As Bike Santa Cruz County enters a new chapter, we welcome
input from our members. To share thoughts or questions about
our future plans and priorities, feel free to send an email to
Janneke at director@bikesantacruzcounty.org.  �

As a result of Bike Santa Cruz County’s advocacy efforts, the City of Santa Cruz has installed
green lanes on Broadway between Front and Ocean Streets. In 2015, Bike Santa Cruz County
ran a campaign to keep funding for green lane treatments in the city budget. Now, those 
funds have been used to improve lower Broadway. 

Green lane treatments have been used successfully throughout the country to highlight 
conflict zones, where drivers may be entering bike lanes to make a turn, and to alert drivers to
the presence of people on bikes. They have been shown to increase the frequency of drivers
yielding to cyclists before crossing into a bike lane to make a right turn, and to encourage 
road-sharing behavior.  

Thanks to City staff for a great design, and to all our members who supported this campaign.
Want to see more projects like this? Support our advocacy work by becoming a Bike Santa Cruz
County member today at bikesantacruzcounty.org/members. �
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In June 1971, then-president of Salz Tannery, Norm Lezin, looked out his office
window at the mass of cars clogging the parking lot and realized that “our people
were spending a lot of money for 2,000 pounds of steel that sits for the major part
of the day.” An avid bicyclist himself, he soon hatched a plan: With the help of 
a local bike shop that agreed to offer a sizable discount, Salz would make a
downpayment and offer financing so that, with a small monthly payroll deduc-
tion, employees could get a brand new 10-speed bike. In Lezin’s mind, this would
be a simple, fun deal to boost employees’ morale and save them money on gas
and auto maintenance. The caveat was that employees had to commit to riding
their bikes to work for one month. Norm expected 10–15 takers, but by July 1,
when The Sentinel reported the story, 75 of Salz 230 employees signed up, as did
25 of their spouses. 

The article, written by a young staff writer, Bruce McPherson, noted that, with
most employees living no more than 10 miles from the plant, lines of jolly bicy-
clists could be seen pedaling throughout Santa Cruz every morning and evening.
The story was picked up by the AP on July 6, and appeared in newspapers across
the nation, including the Denver Post (“Bike Cycle Called Wild, Hilarious Thing"),
the Detroit News (“Pedal Power”), the National Enquirer (“164 Employees Save by
Pedaling”). In addition to papers in Bellingham Washington, Macon, Georgia and
Pittsfield, Massachusetts, the story even made the German paper, Wochenend. 

On July 8, The Sentinel carried a second story reporting that, in addition to the
newspaper coverage, dozens of radio stations were calling and TV crews with trucks
and cameras were converging on the Salz parking lot. In the crowd of journalists
from LIFE magazine, was Louden S. Wainwright Jr.—father of singer Louden Wainwright III, and grandfather of Rufus Wainwright. The
July 30 issue of the magazine featured a piece that Wainwright titled “The Bicycle Madness.” Wainwright told the bigger story—with full-
color photos, including one of the Salz Tannery employees—of what was apparently a nationwide craze. Coupled with improvements to
bicycle design, Americans were becoming more aware of health, pollution, and parking. “Millions discover the power of the pedal,” read
Wainwright’s article. Sales were up. Groups were going on nature rides and urban biking was on the rise. Sunday sightseeing and bike
polo became popular. In San Francisco, a converted bus called the “pedal hopper” carried commuters and their bikes across the Bay.
And, because of our own forward-thinking Norm Lezin, Santa Cruz was noted for using bikes as a way to get to across town. �  

Ms. Van Buren is a local round-town bicyclist and writer. Her book, In the Pillared Dark, can be found at Bookshop Santa Cruz.

Summer 1971: “Boss Helps Employees Bicycle to Work” – Lois Van Buren

Louden Wainwright Jr.’s photo of Tannery employees on
their bikes. Read the full article and view additional
photos at http://tinyurl.com/js8pmo9. For more of Lois’s
writing visit inthepillareddark.blogspot.com.

New green lanes on Broadway between
Front and Ocean Streets. 

New Green Lanes on Broadway


