
Every dream needs a place to unroll itself. Because our transporta-
tion dreams invariably occur in lines, a rail line is the perfect
place for them. Unless something entirely unforeseen occurs in the
next few months, our coastal rail corridor will soon be in public
ownership. We will then be ready to put in the hard work guided
by a determined vision to turn it into the Green Line rail-with-trail
corridor—the spine of a human-scale, sustainable transporta-
tion system for Santa Cruz County.

The last obstacle to county ownership of this property was the
staff of the California Transportation Commission (CTC) who were
overruled by their Commissioners at the January 19th meeting in
Sacramento. Thirty People Power members were in attendance,
many with “Santa Cruz Rail” hats supplied by Friends of the Rail
Trail. That day, the Commission was running late and our item
might have been put off until the following day. However, because
“people came from Santa Cruz to hear the item,” the Chair
advanced it on the agenda. Would we have acquired the corridor
the next day? Probably, but given the unpredictable events at the
meeting, you never know. If there is one thing to be learned from
our eight-year effort to buy this corridor, it is that it pays to be
present and to try everything.

It could be, for example, that a critical role in the CTC vote 
was played by our high school intern, Zoe Altenberg, who did the

research that helped us make contact with and make our case to
Joseph Tavaglione, a Republican CTC Commissioner from Riverside.
Joe ended up being the Commissioner that cinched the deal by
ignoring the staff’s objections and focusing instead on getting
Union Pacific (UP) to lower the price of the corridor by $400,000.
Calling UP representatives to the podium three times, he demand-
ed that they drop the price “so we can get this whole thing over
with.” When, to everyone’s astonishment,

There is every possibility that, within a few months, the City of
Santa Cruz will have a meaningful Plan to address our local con-
tribution to greenhouse gas emissions. It is equally likely that the
City will have a puff piece designed to placate concerned citizens
while doing nothing to change its priorities and policies. The devil
is in the details, especially around transportation.

A serious commitment by the City and serious research by
Climate Czar Ross Clark have led to a draft Plan that identifies
the reduction of local vehicle trips by 30% as a cornerstone of
meeting reasonable goals for greenhouse gas emissions. More
than half of our city’s emissions come from automobiles. A lack
of imagination on the part of City staff as a whole, however, has
led to a draft Plan that has very few meaningful action steps to
achieve the 30% percent reduction. Even such obvious ideas as
building the “high priority” and “very high priority” projects in
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PEOPLE POWER T-SHIRT

Call 425-0665 to order yours.

Assert Your Right to Ride Safely!

• Black on yellow t-shirts 
• 100% preshrunk organic cotton, made in the USA
• Available in most adult and some children’s sizes

$18 each
(Add $3 for home delivery by PedX in the Santa Cruz area.)

(FRONT) (BACK)

OUR LOCALLY OWNED RAIL LINE by Micah Posner, People Power director

People Power members can receive discounts 
from the following business members:

Another Bike Shop Greenspace
The Bike Church The Bicycle Trip
Lisa Hochstein Graphic Design Cabrillo Bicycle Coop
Santa Cruz Millworks Spokesman Bicycles
Network Mortgage Leatherwise
Gary Redenbacher, atty The Ugly Mug
Finding Harmony–Rick Longinotti PedX

the City’s Bike Plan and not widening Highway 1 over the river are
not currently included in the Plan. In fact, our City's Public Works
Department continues to plan for MORE local trips, not 30% less,
bringing to mind Einstein’s admonishment that “one cannot
simultaneously prevent and prepare for war.”

People Power is working with our allies Ecology Action and
Transition Santa Cruz to make sure that there are meaningful
actions in the Climate Plan. We will soon be seeking the input and
support of other environmental groups and leaders. Thanks to the
Santa Cruz County Cycling Club who gave us a grant to help fund
our work on this project. And thanks to our college intern Frank
Proulx who did much of the research. Contact Micah to help with
this campaign at 425-0665 or micah@peoplepowersc.org.

Please see our suggestions for vastly improving the trans-
portation section of the Plan on page 3. �

Draft City Climate Action Plan Is Short on Action

Our thanks to Maverick Mailing for 
printing and mailing this issue of the
Update. For printing and mailing 
services, contact them at 234-4663 
or visit MaverickMailing.com.

Special thanks also to People Power
volunteer Cathy DeLuca for proof-
reading the Update.

LEFT: Bonnie Morr, head of the local
United Transportation Union, drove
us to the train station in San Jose in
a bus provided by the Metro. 

ABOVE: Carl Guardino was one of our
best allies on the Commission. 
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Green Ways to School News
Green Ways to School director Tawn Kennedy has been hard at
work getting the word out about human-powered transportation
to area schools. Since the start of the school year, Tawn has given
more than 30 presentations, lead numerous rides, and hosted
Branciforte Middle School’s first-ever bike party. Additionally,
Green Ways has a strong presence at Santa Cruz High, where
students are preparing a scale 3-D model of downtown Santa
Cruz for the upcoming Climate Action Plan tour. (See related arti-
cle on this page.) Green Ways is also partnering with Cypress
High English teacher Lara Rankin to work with her classes to
develop a bicycle-themed puppet show. Students will write plays
that they will then perform for second grade students at Del Mar
Elementary School. This is the second consecutive year of this
fun and exciting project. �

Volunteer Greg McPheeters with Branciforte Middle School stu-
dents at their Bike Club’s end of semester party.

Green Ways is pleased to announce our first annual “Why We
Ride” Art and Essay Contest. For the next few months, teens
from around the county are invited to create visual art and
write essays that explore the most exciting and important
reasons for using human-powered modes of transportation.
“Why We Ride” is an opportunity for the youth of Santa Cruz
County to build community awareness of positive alterna-
tives to car culture that are easy, fun, and save money.

In partnership with Green Ways to School, Good Times and
People Power will publish winning art and essays in print and
on the web to celebrate Bike Month in May. 

Contest winners will receive cash prizes and the winning
artwork will be printed on Green Ways to School t-shirts. 

TO ENTER THE CONTEST:
Send original artwork to Green Ways to School, 503 Pacific
Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 or a JPEG image of the original
to greenways@peoplepowersc.org. (Please include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope for return of original artwork.) 

Essays can be sent via email to greenways@people 
powersc.org or mailed to Green Ways to School, 503 Pacific
Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA 95060. For more information about
submissions, go to www.greenways2school.org. 

Submissions are due by Friday, April 1st, 2011.

“Why We Ride” 
Art and Essay Contest

As Santa Cruz prepares a review of its draft Climate Action Plan
(CAP), local environmental leaders and the City’s climate team
are joining forces to provide a dark but humorous look at Santa
Cruz in the future without a specific, powerful plan. Join Fred
Keeley, City Climate Czar Ross Clark, Micah Posner, and Santa
Cruz High’s Green Ways to School club as they lead a walking
tour of the future…without a climate plan.  

The walk will include stops around downtown with local
celebrity speakers and vignettes looking back, from the future,
on what lead up to Santa Cruz 2100’s state of affairs. Participants
are encouraged to dress in “underwater” attire; bring snorkels,
rubber duckies, life jackets, and wetsuits.

What might the Santa Cruz of the future be like without an
effective CAP? How could sea level rise and increased occur-
rences of extreme weather impact our community? Watch your

favorite restaurant go under water as a scale model of downtown
gets flooded, based on projections for the next century. Local and
regional experts will speak on these topics and more.

See! Denizens of the sea, as they rise from the watery depths.
Meet! Citizens of the North Pole attempting to relocate.
Enjoy! A romantic boat ride down Pacific Avenue.
As the tour arrives back to Santa Cruz in 2011, celebrate the

real steps that our City leaders, local environmental community,
and citizens can take to address this complex issue. And learn
what you can do to support the adoption of a Climate Action Plan
that will make Santa Cruz a local and national leader in tackling
climate change. 

Date and time to be announced as soon as we know when
the CAP draft is heading to City Council. To volunteer for the tour,
please contact People Power at 425-0667. �

Without a Climate Plan: Underwater Tour of Santa Cruz

County Survey Shows Long Term
Increase in Bicycle Ridership
and Safety Practices
According to a multi-year observation survey of bicyclist behav-
ior by the County Health Services Agency, bicycle ridership in
Santa Cruz County has gone up 26% between 2003 and 2010.
And, those using two wheels for transportation appear to be
slowly learning how to ride more safely.

With the help of dozens of volunteers, the Community Traffic
Safety Coalition (a project of the Health Services Agency)
observed the number of bicyclists and their behavior at 41 sites
countywide. And, once again, more cyclists were counted, espe-
cially young adults and children, in what could portend a rise in
the appeal of two-wheeled transportation.

Increased cycling helps address a number of local issues,
from traffic congestion to obesity, and the numbers reflect a
groundswell of support for cycling. If we build facilities for it,
bicycle use is going to rise exponentially over the next decade in
Santa Cruz County. That’s good news for human and environ-
mental health and will have a positive impact on traffic conges-
tion for those who still choose to drive.

Moreover, cyclists appear to be slowly learning how to behave
more safely on the roads. In the survey, helmet use has slowly
climbed since 2003 to 45% of those observed, while riding on
sidewalks (generally considered unsafe and often illegal) has
decreased. The number of those riding in the same direction as
traffic and stopping at stop lights and signs has not changed
significantly in the last three years, though some positive gains
were seen among children, teens, and young adults.

According to health educator and Community Traffic Safety
Coalition staff member Theresia Rogerson, the key is continuing
to educate cyclists, especially youth. “We need to educate young
cyclists on their rights and responsibilities. As adult cyclists, we
need to exemplify good behavior. Cycling can be a healthy and
safe way to get around if you follow the rules of the road.”

For more information about bicycle safety and related local
programs, visit www.sctrafficsafety.org/safe_info.html. �

Congratulations to People Power members 
David Casterson and Keresha Durham who 

were recently elected to the Executive Committee
of the Sierra Club. We look forward to working 

with them to incorporate sensible transportation 
as a high priority of the local club.

Simply put, car-sharing programs encourage people to reduce
their dependence on car ownership and adopt sustainable
transportation options. On aver-
age, each car shared replaces 15
cars on the road. Former Santa
Cruz Mayor Mike Rotkin provided
his view on Zipcar:

“Zipcar supports the City of Santa Cruz’s Climate Action
Plan to reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions by 30% as it
helps to empower bicyclists and other non-traditional
commuters to continue using sustainable transportation
by giving them access to wheels when they want them.”

Local Results
One recent convert, Shawn Padilla, COO for the Santa Cruz
Community Credit Union, got a Zipcar membership and, soon
after, sold his car. It has proven to be a smart financial and
environmental decision for him. “I looked into Zipcar and I did
the math. Besides my commitment to environmental change
there was a financial incentive to getting rid of my car.” 

Zipcar can help households reduce car ownership, become
car-free, or stay car-free. Bike commuters can use Zipcar for
times that they may find themselves in need of a vehicle. 

There are now six vehicles on the Westside and in downtown
Santa Cruz. Three are Toyota Prius hybrids, and three are
SmartWay Elite certified low-emissions vehicles that accommo-
date various driving needs.

Zipcar Details
The environmentally friendly and cost-effective transportation
option is now available 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
to all community members 21 years and older, and to UCSC 
faculty, staff, and students over age 18. Gas, 180 miles per day,
insurance, reserved parking, and roadside assistance are
included in Zipcar’s hourly and daily rates.

Sign Up Online!
To learn more or to sign up, visit www.zipcar.com/santacruz. At
sign up, applicants must pay the annual membership fee plus a
$25 one-time application fee. Through a special offer, all Santa
Cruz community members will receive a $50 credit which
applies to the first two months of driving. Additionally, the first
10 People Power members who visit Ecology Action with their
Zipcar membership card get a free Bike to Work Day t-shirt!

The Santa Cruz Zipcar expansion is made possible by fund-
ing from the Monterey Bay Area Unified Air Pollution Control
District, which is sponsored by the County of Santa Cruz. 

For more information, visit www.zipcar.com/santacruz. �

Zipcar in Santa Cruz
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UPCOMING CLASSES AT THE BIKE CHURCH
All events are free (donations accepted)

Hands-on learning in a supportive environment. No prior 
experience necessary! For more information about classes or
volunteering, send email to bikechurch@santacruzhub.org.

INTRO TO BIKES, MAINTENANCE, AND THE BIKE CHURCH
Facilitator: Bike Church mechanics
Sundays: Feb 13, March 13, April 10, May 15. 
Time: 10AM-noon. PLEASE BE ON TIME.
A practical overview of the bicycle. Covers basic bike anatomy
and function. Emphasis on safety. Includes hands-on fix-it time
and introduction to our shop for newcomers. 

WOMEN/TRANSGENDER/FEM BIKE WORKSHOP (WTF!)
Facilitators: Ann, B, Ellie, Emilyn, Sophia and/or Stef
Sundays: Feb 6 & 20, March 6 & 20, April 3 & 17, May 1 & 15.  
Time: noon-3PM. DROP IN. 
Bike maintenance has traditionally been male-dominated. Our
goal is to help individuals gain knowledge and confidence work-
ing on their bikes and cycling. We provide safe space for women
and other gender minorities to work on their bikes and learn new
skills. Taught by women/queer mechanics.

BIKE CHURCH MEMBERS, KIDS, AND YOUTH HOURS
Facilitator: Bike Church mechanics
Saturdays: Every Saturday. Time: 10AM-2PM. DROP IN. 
These weekly hours are reserved to give an opportunity to our 
co-op membership to access the shop outside of the potentially
crowded afternoon open-shop times. Kids and youth under 18
are considered automatic Bike Church members, and of course
parents, guardians, and caretakers are welcomed during these
hours as well. Contact the Bike Church to learn more about 
co-op membership.

VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION AND SHOP TIME
Facilitators: Bike Church mechanics
Wednesdays: Feb 9 & 23, March 9 & 23, April 13 & 27,
May 11 & 25. PLEASE BE ON TIME if you are a new volunteer. 
Time: 8PM-10PM. Want to learn how to become more involved in
the Bike Church? A mechanic will welcome potential new volun-
teers to the shop and to our shared ideas about how to run it.
Also a time for current volunteers to work on projects and get to
know one another outside of busy open-shop hours.

The Bike Church • 703 Pacific Avenue  
(entrance on Spruce Street) 

425-BIKE      http://bikechurch.santacruzhub.org

The Long and Winding Multi-Use Trail
In October 2010, the Coastal Commission considered, for the 
second time, the Arana Gulch Master Plan. In addition to other
changes to how Arana Gulch is managed and preserved, the Plan
includes a bike/pedestrian/wheelchair multi-use trail that con-
nects Broadway and Brommer. This multi-use trail would replace
some of the existing trails that create erosion or go through tar-
plant or wetland areas. After studying the Native Plant Society’s
proposed alternative alignment, the Commission staff concluded
that it was worse for both transportation and for the land and
habitat. The Commission showed no interest in the alternative
and went back to considering the City’s proposed route.

After testimony and debate, the Commission voted 5 to 5 on
the City’s Plan. Under Commission rules, a tie vote means the
proposal is defeated. Unfortunately, the eleventh Commissioner,
Bonnie Neely, was outside the chambers, wanting to vote yes.
Because she missed the start of the meeting due to a cancelled
flight, Commission rules prevented her from voting.

While this was a disappointing defeat, the story does not end
there. The next morning, the Commission (possibly with remorse
over having killed the City’s Plan that is, according to the
Commission’s own chief ecologist, “the last best option” for
saving the Santa Cruz tarplant) moved to allow the City to bring
the issue up again in the near future. This means that at some
as yet undetermined time, the entire issue will be re-argued
before the Commission and there will be a new deciding vote.

We are pleased that County Supervisor Mark Stone supported
the effort to get the City’s Plan approved and also supported the
effort to bring that Plan back for reconsideration quickly. �

Below are eight points that need to be in the City’s Climate
Action Plan for it to have any real chance of meeting its critical
goal of reducing local automobile trips by 30%. In addition to
being essential for fulfilling our commitment to climate action,
the adoption of these points will make Santa Cruz a much nicer
place to bike, walk, and live. These items were selected from a
long list submitted by People Power during review of the Plan.

1. Appoint members of the public to the team that will imple-
ment the land use and transportation section of the Climate
Action Plan. In addition to staff, the team should include
members from the Transportation/Public Works and Planning
Commissions, as well as four representatives of the following
stakeholder groups: pedestrians, cyclists, automobile users,
and public transit riders.

2. Require staff to engage in automobile trip planning consistent
with the goal of 30% reduction of car trips in town when doing
projections for the purpose of planning infrastructure projects. 

3. Allocate 30% of Traffic Impact Fees charged to developers to
bike/pedestrian/public transit projects, while retaining 70%
for automobile-related projects. (Currently these fees are
allocated on a 15%–85% basis.) 

4. The list of City Capital Improvement Projects will be publicly
graded by the Climate Action Coordinator according to cli-
mate impact. This information will be used to influence how
projects are prioritized. 

5. Complete all segments of the rail trail within city limits using
state and federal funds, as well as private grant money, by
2020 in a manner consistent with preparations for increased
freight and passenger use of the rail line. 

6. Implement high priority projects of the City Bike Plan by 2030
that complete a safe network of bike corridors, with “very
high priority” projects to be completed by 2020 and “high pri-
ority” projects completed by 2030.

7. Apply for state and federal grant money to operate light rail
service intended for residents along the rail line within city
limits, to begin operation by 2020.

8. Prior to building any more parking garages in the downtown
parking deficiency fee area, use net profit from parking fees
to initiate a “paid-not-to-park” program, in which downtown
residents and employees who do not buy a parking permit can
receive a bus pass, credit at downtown bike stores or other
retailers, membership to an emergency ride home program,
and/or no-interest bike loans. �

Thanks to our UCSC intern Frank Proulx, who spent dozens of
hours doing the research necessary to intelligently comment on
the Plan. 

Climate Action Plan: TransportationINTERVIEW

Lydia Corser of Greenspace
Q: What is Greenspace?
A: Four thousand square feet of retail space for green lifestyle
and remodeling.

Q: Why are you passionate about this project?
A: I have sixteen years of green design experience with hard-to-
get sustainable materials. It’s easy to get those materials at
Greenspace. We can help you figure out which ones make sense
for you to use and how to install them.

Q: How does Greenspace fit in with the bicycling lifestyle?
A: Lots and lots of our clients come in on their bikes. And, as a
new People Power Business Member, we are starting to offer 
a 10% discount to People Power members. Cyclists are excited
to be able to talk about the carbon footprint of our products. 
I’m also encouraging contractors and others to use PedX as a
delivery service. They think that everything is too big and heavy
even when it is not.

Q: How do you get to work?
A: I bike to work two or three times a week. That’s when things
are good. They need to take my car away—just remove the
option. I’d be so much happier. �

Greenspace is at 1122 Soquel Avenue in Santa Cruz. Visit them at
www.greenspacecompany.com or give them a call at 423-7200.

Kyle McKinley does valet bike parking every Wednesday
from  2:30PM – 6PM on behalf of the Santa Cruz Community
Farmers’ Markets. This is a great convenience and Kyle
hopes that if enough people express interest, other area
businesses and events will also want to offer this service.
Help spread the word!

California's Complete Streets Act, sponsored by the
California Bicycle Coalition (CBC) took effect Jan. 1, 2011
Signed into law in October 2008, the act calls on cities and
counties, when updating those portions of their general plans
relating to streets and traffic, to ensure that all roadway
users are being accommodated.



Staff of Life co-owner Gary Bascou is proud of everything about
his new store, including the bike racks. The new bicycle parking
will accommodate up to 28 bicycles.

People Power to Give Lecture at UCSC
Micah Posner and Tawn Kennedy will be guest lecturers at
UCSC’s Education for Sustainable Living class on Monday,
May 9th, 7PM–10PM, in Classroom Unit 2. The topic is “The
Disaster of the Automobile and How to Reclaim Our Cities for
Humanity.” The lecture is free and open to the public.

they did, the Commission voted 10 to 1 to support the purchase
without further questions. While we don’t know why Commissioner
Tavaglione took such interest in the purchase, it may have had
something to do with the information we were able to get to him
through Zoe’s research.

While we may or may not have gotten funded without the
backing of Commissioner Tavaglione, the support of Cindy
McKim (the director of Caltrans) was clearly crucial to our 
successful outcome, given the initial lack of support for the
project from the staff of both the CTC and Caltrans. Of course,
it was no easy job to get McKim to weigh in on a small rail 
project in a small county. Getting a meeting with her was just
one of the difficult tasks pulled off by a team of state and 
county elected officials coordinated by Supervisor John Leopold
and supported by the hard work of our local Transportation
Commission staff. This particular meeting brought into the open
the fact that none of the bureau chiefs at Caltrans had read the
pertinent materials, and that their entire argument against sup-
porting the purchase appeared to stem from a lower level staff
member in the Department of Property Acquisition. When McKim
found this out she ended the meeting with a commitment to
“look into it.” The next day Caltrans reversed their position. Their
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Rail Purchase (continued from page 1) Staff of Life Welcomes Cyclists
Park your bike at the new 

Staff of Life Market at 1266 Soquel Avenue, 
just across Soquel from the old store. 

Opening on February 15th!

With the new Staff of Life location nearly finished, owners Gary
Bascou and Richard Josephson have been working with People
Power to make the store as bicycle friendly as possible. The
result, after many conversations and design consultations, is
seven outside bike racks at each end of the front of the store,
and six covered bike racks next to the cafe. (Special thanks to
the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission’s
bike program for providing the racks.) There is also a public bike
pump and a bicycle community bulletin board that will be mod-
erated by People Power, so check it out for the latest rides and
campaigns. Staff of Life employees have a separate, locked bike
room and a shower. 

In addition to designing the store to support sustainable
transportation, Staff of Life gave People Power a very generous
donation to show their appreciation of the work we do. Staff's
excellent bike facilities are part of their efforts to receive a Green
Building award from the City for the new building.

But feeling grateful and loyal to Staff of Life is not the only
reason cyclists are going to want to shop there. The new store is
24,000 square feet, focused on local and organic food. It will
have a “farmer’s market” in front, a full service cafe, a cappuc-
cino/smoothie/juice bar and Kombucha on tap. Ride your bike,
walk, or take the bus (Route 71 runs every 30 minutes) to the
new Staff of Life and enjoy! �

Crosswalk to Be Improved
When Harish Taylor was struck by a
car and killed while walking in a
crosswalk at Felix and Laurel Street
in November 2009, the City’s Public
Works Department recommended
removing the crosswalk because it
was “unsafe.” That didn’t make
any sense to People Power, Mission
Pedestrian, or those who live in the neighborhood. It seemed 
to us that an unsafe crosswalk should be made safer, not elim-
inated. As a group, we approached City staff to convey our 
opinion and to suggest how the crossing could be improved.
They listened.

In a nice turnaround, the Public Works Department success-
fully applied for a grant to improve both the crosswalk at Felix
Street and the one at Blackburn Street. The preliminary design
calls for traffic islands to protect pedestrians, left-hand turn
lanes to improve automobile flow, and six-foot-wide bike lanes,
along with the current sidewalks and bus stops. We call that a
real win-win-win situation and we appreciate being heard by
Public Works. �

February 6th is, on average, 
the rainiest day of the year—
a perfect day for a bike ride! 

Join People Power for a celebration
of all-weather cycling for 

transportation.

This slow, easy 8–10 mile ride will showcase safe, lesser-known
routes around town and the Westside while demonstrating
effective rain gear for cycling. 

Meet at the UCSC Rec Department (East Field House),
Sunday, February 6th, 10AM – 2PM

$5 includes lunch and bike map for each rider.

You will need a bike in good working condition, a helmet, 
and rain gear. (Rain gear can be rented at OPERS.) 

A perfect ride for new cyclists!

FEBRUARY 6th “RAIN or SHINE” RIDE

Ride is co-sponsored by UCSC Transportation and Recreation Departments

In recent years, Cabrillo College has incrementally raised the
price of semester bus passes from $55 to $125. Now it appears
they are moving towards eliminating the bus passes altogether.
Under the new system, students could only buy passes through
Metro, at a cost of up to $200 per semester. 

The price hike appears to be driven by the increase in semes-
ter bus pass use from 2007 to 2009, as Cabrillo loses money
when students with passes take the bus often. With the cost of
semester bus passes steadily increasing from 2009 to 2011,
fewer students are purchasing them. Some are opting instead to
purchase a $40 semester parking permit. The college should be
encouraging transit use, not enabling automobile use.

If you are interested in advocating for more affordable bus
access to Cabrillo, please contact People Power at 425-0665. �

Cabrillo to Shortchange the Bus System

People Power’s New Online Store
Donations and Gifts
Now you can support People Power through our new secure
online membership store. Use a credit card or e-check to pay for
People Power memberships, t-shirts, travel mugs, and tickets
for rides and events. We also offer honorariums (“in memory of”
or “in honor of” gifts) as tributes to loved ones, for anniversaries,
or momentous events. Memberships and other items can be pur-
chased as gifts for weddings, birthdays, Valentine's Day, or any
other special occasion. All items are shipped by PedX within
Santa Cruz County, and elsewhere by U.S. Mail.

Membership Renewal and Automatic Payments
Payments for donations can be scheduled to be automatically
charged to your credit card or withdrawn from your checking or
savings account every 2 weeks or 1, 2, 3, 6 or 12 months.  

For convenience, your annual membership can be automati-
cally renewed by scheduling a payment in the amount of any
membership level to occur every 12 months. Then you’ll con-
tinue to receive all the benefits of membership while supporting
People Power.

Visit our website at www.peoplepowersc.org for details.
Thanks to webmaster, Steve Piercy, for leading this project. �

clear support allowed the Commissioners to feel somewhat com-
fortable voting for the purchase despite continued resistance
from the CTC staff.

In this last chapter of our long campaign to acquire the rail
line, County Supervisor John Leopold’s commitment to “leave no
stone unturned until we own this rail line” was critical, as was
the prestige of our State Senator Joe Simitian, whose staff
actively worked on our behalf for most of a year. The support of
the Central Labor Council of unions was also important, given
that our only certain votes on the Commission—other than Carl
Guardino, a prominent member of the Silicon Valley business
community who bikes to work every day—came from two labor
leaders. Local efforts were coordinated by Friends of the Rail
Trail, with the active participation of Ecology Action. All four sit-
ting county supervisors were supportive.

Of course there are hundreds of significant moments that 
led to the completion of the purchase. And it’s clear that it
couldn’t have happened without the talent and commitment of
so many people working together: from the high school student
to the senator.

Looking ahead, we will be facing many challenges—techni-
cal, political, and financial—before we actually see the Green
Line built. To succeed, we have to share a compelling vision and
reach out to every potential ally we can find. �


