
People Power is pleased to welcome
new director Amelia Conlen. Amelia
holds a degree in urban planning
from the University of Washington,
where she focused on bike and
pedestrian planning and commu-
nity development. Before joining
People Power, she worked at local
nonprofit Ecology Action on a vari-
ety of outreach programs including Bike to Work Day. Amelia has
spent time studying and biking in Seattle, Portland and the
Netherlands, and seeks to bring those experiences to improving
conditions for cyclists in Santa Cruz.

“I am so excited to be here—since moving to Santa Cruz my
head has been full of commentary on

On November 6, voters in the City of Santa Cruz will cast ballots
for up to four of the eight candidates running for office. People
Power has endorsed Micah Posner and Don Lane in that race,
and Eric Hammer in the County District 5 run-off race. 

PROCESS: All candidates received surveys from us and were
given a deadline for submitting their answers. (In keeping with
our established policy, only candidates who returned surveys 
by the announced deadline can be considered for endorsement.)
Our endorsement committee reviewed each candidate’s respons-
es and, when applicable, also considered our past experience (if
any) with them. Below are details about the committee’s endorse-
ments. The purpose of our endorsement is to guide voters in
choosing candidates who will be allies in our goal of furthering
sensible transportation to Santa Cruz County. Full candidate sur-
veys are available on our website, www.peoplepowersc.org. As
usual, we recommend that you read the surveys yourself, and
consider the candidates’ positions on these and other issues you
care about. 

• SANTA CRUZ CITY COUNCIL (Vote for 1–4 candidates)
Micah Posner. We have full confidence in Micah Posner being

the strongest possible advocate for bicycling issues on the Santa
Cruz City Council. Micah has been a bicycle advocate in Santa
Cruz County since 1989. Among his accomplishments for bicy-
cling are working to protect the bike path through the Great
Meadow at UCSC, coordinating Bike to Work Day from 1992–93,
and co-founding two cooperative bicycle
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Join People Powerto make Santa Cruz a better place to ride 
and walk. Membership includes: subscription to our quarterly
newsletter, email Action Alerts, and volunteer opportunities.

Make checks payable to People Power and mail to:
703 Pacific Ave., Santa Cruz, CA 95060

�$200Business Member includes ad (tax deductible–call to arrange.)
�$100Velorutionaryincludes t-shirt (tax deductible–call to arrange.)
�$50Hub Spoke includes t-shirt
�$40Family or Household
�$30Individual
�$20 Underemployed(Work exchange available. Call to arrange.)
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HOMEPHONEEMAIL

�I am a new member.      �I am renewing my membership.
�I would like to volunteer. Please contact me.

People Power/Santa Cruz County Cycling Club
703 Pacific Ave.
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
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“Burn Fat Not Oil” RIDING JERSEY!

Call 425-0665 to order yours.

• Black, yellow, and red artwork on white and grey 
long-sleeved jerseys 

• Made of 100% polyester birdseye knit jacquard 
with wicking capabilities that keep you cool 
and comfortable

• Available in adult sizes
• Designed and printed locally

$30 each
(Add $3 for home delivery by PedX in the Santa Cruz area.)

Some of our business members offer discounts to
People Power members. These include:

Another Bike Shop The Bicycle Trip
The Bike Church Spokesman Bicycles
Finding Harmony–Rick Longinotti

If you own a local business and would like to support People Power
by becoming a business member—or if you know someone who
wouuld—please contact Amelia at director@peoplepowersc.org. 

Legistative Updates 
Governor Brown Vetoes 3-Foot Passing Bill
• On September 28th, Governor Brown vetoed SB 1464, which would

have required drivers to give bicyclists at least 3 feet of clear-
ance when passing from behind. Laws similar to this one have
been enacted in 19 other states and the District of Columbia.
The governor cited concern over the State’s liability when drivers
cross the double-yellow line when passing cyclists.

• Governor Brown approved two bills making it easier for cities to
construct bike lanes: AB 2245 (exempts bike lanes from excessive
review under the CEQA), and AB 819 (establishes a experimenta-
tion process through CalTrans for adopting innovative bike lane
designs, like physically protected bike lanes.) �

(FRONT ARTWORK IN BLACK, YELLOW, AND RED)

(BACK ARTWORK IN BLACK)

(Continued on page 7)

It’s time again for our annual fundraising dinner and silent auc-
tion at the 418 Club! A tasty, locally-sourced dinner, with vegan/
vegetarian and meat entrees, will be prepared by chef Jozseph
Schultz of India Joze. Tickets are $35–150, sliding scale, and can
be purchased in advance on the our website (peoplepowersc.org),
by calling the office (425-0665), or by returning the reservation
form that will be arriving soon in the mail.

Come meet our new director, dine with old friends, meet new
members, bid on unique silent auction items, and celebrate
cycling in Santa Cruz. Valet bike parking will be provided. 

To make this year’s event a success, we are seeking volun-
teers to help with food and auction donations, food and site
preparation on the day of the dinner, bike parking, and after-
event clean-up. Contact Amelia at director@peoplepowersc.org
or 425-0665 for details! �

December 9th: People Power’s
Annual Fundraising Dinner

�  �  �  SPECIAL ELECTION EDITION �  �  �

People Power Endorses MICAH POSNER and DON LANE for SC City Council
and ERIC HAMMER for County Supervisor District 5 

Don LaneMicah Posner Eric Hammer

(Continued on page 6)

People Power’s New Director:
Welcome Amelia Conlen!



businesses—PedX and Santa Cruz Pedicab. As director of People
Power from 2001–2012, Micah led campaigns for creating the
Soquel bike lanes, the Broadway-Brommer bicycle-pedestrian
connector, and the County’s rail-with-trail proposal. Micah is co-
founder of Friends of the Rail and Trail, and is currently on the
Board of Directors for The Hub for Sustainable Living. Micah
received Community Hero awards from both the United Way and
Good Times for his work on active transportation. For more infor-
mation or to volunteer, visit www.micahforcouncil.com.

Don Lane. During his time on the Santa Cruz City Council and
as Mayor, Don has been a strong ally of People Power's efforts
toward sensible transportation. In recent years, Don has support-
ed projects including the rail corridor purchase, the Broadway-
Brommer path, Safe Routes to Schools projects, and Santa Cruz
Open Streets. In his survey responses, Don wrote, “I think trans-
portation choices are among the most important choices we can
make when it comes to reducing our carbon footprint and creating
a healthier community.” Don “rides the talk” by bicycling to work
at least three days a week, as well as for shopping, errands, and
recreation. Don identified multiple bike issues in Santa Cruz, and
lists continuing to improve bicycle infrastructure as the top prior-
ity. Don currently represents the City on the Santa Cruz County
Regional Transportation Commission, and we hope to see him con-
tinue in this role. For more information or to volunteer, visit
www.laneforcouncil.com.

Other Candidates. Cynthia Mathews responded that she sup-
ported many bicycling and pedestrian projects while serving on
the City Council, and for that we are grateful. During that time,
however, she was the single dissenting vote against the Beach
Street path in 2003 and did not support prioritizing the funding
for critical routes, including King Street. If Cynthia wins election,
we hope to work with her as she takes a stronger leadership role
for bicycling and pedestrian transportation and safety. 

Other candidates’ responses did not provide sufficient depth
and breadth of understanding of transportation issues, details
of how they would bring about favorable changes, or, most
importantly, that bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure and safe-
ty should be prioritized.

CAPITOLA CITY COUNCIL
Ed Bottorff’s was the one survey response we received for this race.
Through supporting Measure O, Ed favors allocating more funds 
to address dangerous cycling conditions on 38th and Brommer.
However, we would need to see more emphasis on creating pro-
grams and infrastructure that provide safe and usable routes for
bikes and pedestrians in Capitola in order to endorse him.

WATSONVILLE CITY COUNCIL
We received no survey responses, and thus can make no endorse-
ment in this race.

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY SUPERVISOR DISTRICT 5
Eric Hammer. Eric has helped with the Safe Routes to Schools
campaign in the San Lorenzo Valley and has shown a strong com-
mitment to that project in his survey responses. He voiced clear
support for a trail from Felton to Santa Cruz along the rail line, 
as well as the rail-with-trail project. He would like to see funding
of “local [road] repair and maintenance first” over Highway 1
widening, and improvement of public transportation. For informa-
tion about Eric’s campaign and how to support him, visit
www.hammerforsupervisor.com or call (831) 222-2106. 

Bruce McPherson’s survey was returned late, which disquali-
fied him from being evaluated in our endorsement process. His
survey responses are available on the People Power website. �
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See us on TV! Green Ways director Tawn Kennedy recently host-
ed a series of episodes of BTS Presents on Community Television.
Programs featuring interviews with local youth involved with
Green Ways group rides and projects are currently airing on
Community Television. Links to shows can also be found at
www.greenways2school.org.

Bike-splosion assemblies, which include guest speakers, local
stunt riders, bike safety resources, and even bike-themed hip-hop,
are geared toward firing up students about all aspects of cycling
and bike culture. Starting with our September event at Santa Cruz
High, Green Ways is now working to bring these presentations to
as many secondary schools as possible. We also offer assistance
to schools in building more support for young cyclists through
skills clinics, bike repair days, and group bike rides. 

If you have a suggestion, would like to volunteer, or know a
skilled rider, unicyclist, or someone with another unique bicycle-
based application, contact Green Ways to School director Tawn
Kennedy at 425-0667 or greenways@peoplepowersc.org. �

People Power City Council And District 5 Endorsements (Continued from page 1)

Tourists and locals alike
have a new option for
transportation in Santa
Cruz. Launched in July 2012, Cruzin’ Pedicabs offers rides be-
tween the Main Beach/Wharf area and downtown, and supports
local businesses by providing advertising services that support
local establishments. Rides are free, making this a great way to
get around town. With a fleet of four cabs running seven days a
week, there are always openings for new drivers. Pedicab opera-
tors can earn $15–$25/hour—earnings as high as $50/hour have
been reported on busy Saturdays. Drivers must meet City of
Santa Cruz requirements to qualify for a Driver’s ID Tag. For more
information, visit cruzinpedicabs.com. Advertising space is
available on the back of each pedicab. Cabs offer a highly visible,
mobile way to reach new customers. Businesses wishing to adver-
tise can contact David Shuman at info@cruzinpedicabs.com. �

Cruzin’ PedicabsGreen Ways Fall News

In May 2012, students participated in Green Ways to Schools overnight
bike trip to Monterey.

WINTER SAFETY TIP: Remember Your Lights
With the fall season upon us, we like to remind friends and
members to make sure you ride with front and rear lights. 

A front white light (to help illuminate the road and be seen
from the front and side), and a red rear light are essential for
visibility. Lights are available in all different shapes and
sizes—some attach to your bike, some to your clothes or hel-
met; some use your own energy to generate electricity, others
use batteries. Find what works best for you and be prepared
for your evening commute this fall and winter.

Also, remember that you’re much more visible at night if
you wear a white or light-colored outer layer. One of our long-
time members suggests going to your local thrift store and
picking up something cheap and easy to carry. 703 Pacific Avenue (Entrance is on Spruce Street) 

831-425-BIKE    •   bikechurch.santacruzhub.org

THE BIKE CHURCH: Upcoming Classes
All events are free (donations accepted)

Hands-on learning in a supportive environment. No prior 
experience necessary! For more information about classes or
volunteering, send email to bikechurch@santacruzhub.org.

BIKE TOURING 101 
Sat, Nov 3, 2–4:30PM
This class will go over the basics of Bike Touring. We'll talk
about gear, places to go, and different touring styles.

YOUTH HOURS 
Sat, Nov 3, Dec 1 (1st Saturday of each month) 10AM–2PM
Come in with your own project or learn about bikes by fixing
up one of our sweet rides. Beginners are totally welcomed. You
must be under 18 to use the shop during this time.

INTRO TO BIKES
Sun, Nov 11 & Dec 9, noon–2pm. PLEASE BE ON TIME.
This class covers the three major systems that operate on a
bicycle. We will go over basic maintenance and tour the Bike
Church. A great class for beginners or newcomers.

WOMEN/TRANSGENDER/FEM BIKE WORKSHOP (WTF!)
Sun, Nov 4 & 18 (1st & 3rd Sundays) noon-3pm. DROP IN. 
A space for those who have been marginalized or intimidated
in bike shop settings to be supported in becoming knowledge-
able and confident in cycling, mechanics and tool use. This
class is a space for women, trans and fem folks to work on
bikes and learn new skills. Taught by women/queer mechanics. 

2012 Bicycle Safety Observation Study
In May and June of this year, the Community Traffic Safety
Coalition and other community partners and volunteers com-
pleted a countywide bicycle safety observation study. A total of
35 staff and volunteers collected data at 46 locations through-
out Santa Cruz County. Data was collected on age, gender, hel-
met use, riding with traffic, riding on the sidewalk, and stopping
at stop signs or red lights.

Of 3,046 cyclists observed, 73% were men and 26% were
women. Female cyclists had higher rates of helmet use than men
(59% vs 45%). Helmet use has been steadily increasing since
2006. The number of cyclists who stopped at stop signs and red
lights also increased for most groups compared to previous years.
Children and teens were the exception—the number who stopped
decreased from 86% (2010) to 80% (2012).

In other safety-related news, Santa Cruz County was ranked
fifth in the state for cyclists injured or killed in 2010 (the most
recent data available) according to the California Office of
Traffic Safety. This is an improvement over previous years, when
Santa Cruz has been ranked as high as second. While our high
numbers of cyclists impact these numbers, it’s clear that we
have work to do towards improving the safety of our roadways.

For a map of 2007–2010 bike collisions and fatalities visit:
www.santacruzsentinel.com/display/ci_20585993/santa-cruz-
county-bicycle-collision-map-2007-10 �



This year, my wife Tara and I have taken one more step towards
car independence—one that allows us to enjoy the companion-
ship of our yellow lab, Duke—as we ride around on errands and
for recreation. We used to jog with Duke from our home to the
park (or drive with him in the car), but as he’s gotten older, Duke
can no longer run the way he used to. Tara and I decided that it
didn’t make sense to drive him everywhere, so, looking for a non-
motorized solution, we eventually purchased a Solvit Houndabout
and ditched the car for short trips with Duke.  

Several people have asked me what’s so special about the
Houndabout, a trailer built specifically for dogs. First off, the
model we chose is roomy enough for Duke to ride comfortably
and also has a barrier between the wheels and the compartment
for his safety. Importantly, it has a solid floor with a non-slip
material that gives Duke a sense of security. The Houndabout
has adequate ventilation to keep our canine passenger from over-
heating and also has a clip-in leash restraint, storage pockets for
poop bags, water bottles, and treats, as well as a rear-loading
system for easy pet entry and exit. Other features include a
quick-release mounting system and easy break-down for con-
venient storage. 

With the trailer, we can now ride our bikes with Duke to local
beaches, parks, and forests, and on errands—including Duke’s
trips to the vet. Duke is happier and our whole family is more
active since we got our Houndabout.  �

People Powered Puppy Pullers!
–Steve Piercy and Duke

(LEFT) Steve and Duke in down-
town Santa Cruz, after riding
from their home in Soquel.

(BELOW) Fellow cyclist Grace
with her buddies Flipper (in the
front basket) and 18-year-old
Levi in the trailer. 

On Sunday, October 7, the
cliffs on the west side of
Santa Cruz were trans-
formed by the first-ever
Santa Cruz Open Streets
(SCOS), a temporary street closure along a 2-mile stretch of
West Cliff Drive. Event founder and director Saskia Lucas organ-
ized this event with the cooperation of many partner organiza-
tions, volunteers, and community groups. People Power’s direc-
tor Amelia Conlen served as volunteer coordinator, and Green
Ways director Tawn Kennedy did youth outreach to the City’s
schools. Several thousand people came out to enjoy the closed
street and participate in activities ranging from rock climbing to
salsa dancing. 

“I’m delighted with the success of the first Santa Cruz Open
Streets event,” said Saskia. “It was such a joy to see all the
families and children out bicycling, skating, riding scooters and
walking together, all with big smiles on their faces. I look forward
to developing a plan to repeat SCOS on West Cliff and to grow the
event to other locations in the County. My long-term goal is for
Open Streets to be an established program which hosts multiple
events in different locations around the County, similar to San
Francisco Sunday Streets.” 

Many thanks to Saskia, all the volunteers, partnering and
presenting organizations, business sponsors, private donors and
West Cliff Drive neighbors for their part in bringing this amaz-
ing event to the community. �
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Proposed Changes 
to Pacific Avenue 
Proposals to change the traffic flow on Pacific Avenue will likely
come before the Transportation and Public Works Commission at
their November 19 meeting. Currently being considered are pro-
posals that include changing the pattern on Pacific Avenue to
one- or two-way traffic. The latter proposal has more opposition
but is not yet off the table. People Power will be present at the
meeting and will be working to ensure that any changes do 
not negatively affect bike infrastructure or cyclists. We will be
sending out an Action Alert in early November with more details.
For more information or to speak at the Commission meeting,
contact Amelia at director@peoplepowersc.org. �

6

how to improve the bike network, and now I have the chance to
put my money where my mouth is. We have ideal conditions for
cycling here: great weather, a compact city, and a 20-year histo-
ry of advocacy by People Power to include bikes in our planning
process. I came on board at an exciting time—the completed
purchase of the rail corridor marks years of hard work by People
Power, the Regional Transportation Commission, Friends of the
Rail and Trail, politicians like Sam Farr and John Leopold, and
countless volunteers. People Power will stay actively engaged in
what comes next, and I’ll be keeping members informed as the
project moves forward.

In addition to continuing People Power campaigns that are
already in progress, my goal is to work to fill in the gaps in our
bike network that discourage less confident cyclists. We want
our streets to accommodate users of all ages and abilities, and
for biking to be the easiest and most convenient way to get
around town. Santa Cruz is already a great place to ride a bike,
and I see lots of small changes that could go a long way towards
making it more accessible to more people. Looking forward to
seeing you on the road!” �

New Director (Continued from page 1)

Join Amelia and your fellow People Power 
members for a meet-up on 

Tuesday, October 30th from 5:30–8:30pm 
@ Seabright Brewery, (519 Seabright Ave)!

Feel free to contact Amelia at 425-0665
or director@peoplepowersc.org.

Santa Cruz Open Streets
a Big Success

Rail Trail Purchase Finalized!
On October 12, the Regional Transportation Commission (RTC)
for Santa Cruz County announced that the $14.2 million pur-
chase of the Santa Cruz Branch Rail line was complete. This is
the culmination of more than a decade of work by the RTC,
People Power, Friends of the Rail and Trail, politicians Sam Farr
and John Leopold, and countless community volunteers. Most of
the funding for the 32-mile, 135-year-old rail line came from
Proposition 116 bond funds approved by voters in 1990. Iowa
Pacific Holdings was selected as the short line operator for
freight and passenger service.

Says former People Power director Micah Posner, “This is
going to set a whole new direction for the future of transporta-
tion in Santa Cruz County. I am relieved and very proud at the
way this project has blossomed since I began working on it four-
teen years ago, and I can’t wait to be a part of the next phase.”

Bruce Sawhill, chair of Friends of the Rail and Trail, expressed
his enthusiasm for what comes next; “Now that the corridor has
been acquired, the real work of turning it into a County asset
begins. But this is roll-up-your-sleeves, honest work that people
will be proud of—not arguing and speechifying that dissipates
like so much hot air.”

To view a Community TV segment on the Rail and Trail, visit:
www.dailymotion.com/video/xucbgx_bts-presents-rails-and-
trails-with-micah-posner-10-7-12_shortfilms. �

The first Santa Cruz Open Streets event on West Cliff Drive. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF KAREN KEFAUVER.COM

Celebrate the Rail Purchase!

A community celebration in honor of the
County’s aquisition of the rail line is scheduled
for Saturday, November 17, with activities
planned at multiple locations along the line. 

People Power will send out more details 
as they become available. In the meantime,
visit http://sccrtc.org for more information
about the purchase and the party plans.

PHOTO COURTESY OF FORT
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AMELIA CONLEN
Thanks to all the donors who made my trip to the Pro Walk/Pro Bike
conference possible. Held this year in Long Beach, Pro Walk/ Pro
Bike is the premiere international bike planning and advocacy con-
ference. The meeting featured speakers from across the country
and abroad, and it was incredible to connect with other advocates
and be reminded that People Power is part of a much larger move-
ment. Here are three major points I got from this inspiring week:

1. Bike planning is going mainstream. Cities from New York to
Chicago to San Francisco are reshaping their transportation
networks around complete streets—the idea that our streets
should accommodate all users equally. Pittsburgh, which will
host Pro Walk/Pro Bike in 2014, has put in 30 miles of bike
lanes and plans on doubling that number within two years.
Similar planning is popping up in cities across the country.

2. Bikes are good for business. Bike infrastructure construction
and maintenance costs a fraction of new road construction.
Cyclists shop more often and are more likely to shop locally
rather than travel to chain stores out of town. And cyclists’
lower transportation costs leads to more disposable income.
On tours of downtown Long Beach, we met several business
owners who experienced dramatically increased sales after
new parklets (patios built in converted parking spaces) and
bike lanes were constructed near their storefronts. 

3. U.S. Bike planning is shifting towards separated facilities. This
has many benefits. Women—who currently represent only 26%
of local bike commuters—often have safety concerns and are
more likely to ride if lanes are physically separated from cars.
This goes for other demographics as well, including young and
elderly riders. Separated bike lanes support the large percentage
of those who would like to ride but do not feel safe on roadways
shared with automobile traffic.

Santa Cruz is years ahead of many US cities, but there is still
work to be done. In 2013, I’ll be bringing these ideas to local busi-
ness owners and government and working to start a dialogue on
how to take Santa Cruz to the next level. And of course, none of
this can happen without the support of our members—feel free
to send ideas my way at director@peoplepowersc.org. �

CATHY DELUCA
Immediately after the Pro Walk/Pro Bike coference, the League of
American Bicyclists (LAB) held the first National Women’s
Bicycling Summit. This marked the official launch of “Women

Bike,” LAB’s new initiative to increase the number of girls and
women who ride. With women taking only 24% of all bike trips
in 2009, this initiative is sorely needed. At the summit, I present-
ed my research on women’s participation in bicycle advisory
committees, the results of which were discouraging: women
make up only 24% of members on an average California bicycle
and/or pedestrian advisory committee. This is a problem, since
women’s voices are crucial to addressing the factors that keep
women from bicycling. 

Here in Santa Cruz, the RTC has a countywide bicycle commit-
tee and there’s talk of the City reinstating its Bicycle and
Pedestrian Subcommittee of the Transportation and Public Works
Commission. You can contact those agencies for more informa-
tion. For more information about LAB’s Women Bike initiative, visit
www.bikeleague.org/programs/women. To learn more about my
study, please contact me at delucath@yahoo.com. �

RICK HYMAN
I recently attended my sixth Pro Walk/Pro Bike national confer-
ence. My three main takeaways, informed by my four decades of
local bicycle activism, are:

1. Santa Cruz should be proud. I always chuckle when, at these
conferences, I hear of “groundbreaking” innovations from
elsewhere—ones that Santa Cruz has had for years. Santa
Cruz has just about every type of bicycle facility and policy
innovation there is.

2. Santa Cruz needs to do better. Despite all we do have done
for cycling, there are a lot more ways to encourage cycling and
to improve conditions for those who ride. In some aspects 
of bicycle promotion, we have actually backslid in the last
couple of years. Imagine Santa Cruz with bike lanes on all
major streets, a bike route up the San Lorenzo Valley, two-way
biking the length of Pacific Avenue, convenient bike parking
at every business you patronize, less harassment and inter-
ference from motorists, and double or triple the number of
cyclists. There is still much to be done.

3. Santa Cruz needs to embrace a cycling culture. Much of what
we have achieved in cycling improvements has been the result
of our vast grassroots activism, which is great. But, the places
that are receiving the most national recognition thoroughly
embrace cycling in their overall culture and seriously promote
themselves as cycling meccas. We need to rise to this next level
of enthusiastic commitment where residents, businesses and
government all express a deep passion for making our commu-
nity the most bicycle-friendly in the country. �

Reports from the Long Beach Pro Walk/Pro Bike Conference
A small neighborhood in Santa Cruz is learning what can happen
at City Hall when neighbors are organized. The issue is a micro-
cosm of the tension between keeping neighborhoods safe for bike
and pedestrian travel and the priorities of commercial interests. 

Neighbors want to avoid increased cut-through traffic on their
streets that would result from a new Palo Alto Medical Foundation
clinic taking up the Mission Street block between Van Ness and
Laurent (see map). The neighbors have proposed a partial closure
to their streets so that cars leaving the clinic will not be able to
turn down the neighborhood streets to exit.

City staff have opposed the neighbors’ proposal for partial
street closures, citing “unintended consequences of increasing
traffic and congestion on other streets.” The neighbors under-
stand that displacing cars from their neighborhood streets would
put more car trips onto Mission, Laurel, and Bay Streets. However,
these are arterials and collector streets whose purpose is to han-
dle the kind of traffic the clinic will generate. 

Allowing more car trips on the inner neighborhood streets
would impact a Safe Route to School in which children walk or
ride bikes to Bay View School along Acadia and Seaside. There is
a dangerous intersection at Acadia and Seaside, where the side-
walk ends and children must walk in the street. Neighbors want
a stop sign or equivalent safety measure there.

Allowing autos to dominate neighborhood streets creates a
vicious cycle in which parents concerned with safety don’t let
their kids bike to school, thereby increasing the number of car
trips. In 1969, 48% of kids 5–14 years old walked or biked to
school. In 2009, only 13% of kids that age did so. 

During the attempt by People Power and King Street neighbors
to make their street safe for cyclists and pedestrians, the City
Department of Public Works staff argued against reducing traffic
on King because they said it would put more traffic onto Mission.
Staff said that the ability to attract economic development to the
Westside commercial area is inhibited by poor traffic flow on
Mission Street. They said that King Street is needed to relieve
some traffic flow along Mission. In the case of King—a street

feeding two schools—neighborhood safety was sacrificed due 
to the priorities of Staff and City Council. The outcome may be
different in the case of the Laurent and Van Ness neighbors,
because of their effective community organizing. 

People Power will add our perspective that allowing cars to
dominate neighborhoods is not just bad for safety. It’s bad eco-
nomic policy as well. In the high-price energy years to come, the
communities that are rigidly dependent on auto transportation
will struggle. Those cities that are prepared for alternative modes
of transportation will thrive.

The Council will hear the issue in November. Please email
council members at citycouncil@cityofsantacruz.com to sup-
port protecting these neighborhood streets. For more information,
contact Rick at longinotti@baymoon.com. �

Mission Corridor Neighbors Speak for All of Us –Rick Longinotti

UCSC Intern Wanted!
People Power is looking for a UCSC intern to work on tasks that
include assisting with campaigns, researching transportation
issues, enhancing our use of social media, and helping with out-
reach for our bike valet program. There is also opportunity to
develop a project that relates to your interests and coursework.
The ideal candidate will be self-motivated, responsible, and a
friendly advocate for alternative transportation.

For more information or to apply, contact Amelia Conlen at:
director@peoplepowersc.org or 425-0665. �

Contribute to yourUpdate
We are always looking to publish writing and images that relate
to People Power’s mission—especially pieces that address new
or insightful perspectives on non-motorized transit. Share your
story, photos, and artwork with your community! Submissions
can be emailed to director@peoplepowersc.org. All work will
be credited and published in the print newsletter and on our
website. �


