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Join People Powerto make Santa Cruz a better place to ride 
and walk. Membership includes subscription to our newsletter,
email Action Alerts, and discounts from business sponsors.

Make checks payable to People Power and mail to:
703 Pacific Ave., Santa Cruz, CA 95060

�$1,000Wheel includes t-shirt and cycling jersey 
(Tax deductible–call to arrange.)

�$500Hubincludes t-shirt and cycling jersey  
(Tax deductible–call to arrange.)

�$100 Bearing includes cycling jersey
�$50Household includes t-shirt
�$30 Individual
�$20 Underemployed(Work exchange available–call to arrange.)
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�I am a new member.      �I am renewing my membership.
�I would like to volunteer. Please contact me.

Santa Cruz County Cycling Club / People Power
703 Pacific Ave.
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
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The UPDATEis published by People Power. Our mission is to improve
the quality of life in Santa Cruz County by promoting bicycling and
other forms of sustainable transportation. A special thanks to all our
volunteers.
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Bright green thermoplastic was applied to the bike lanes on
Laurel Street in Santa Cruz in early 2015, after being delayed by
December rains. The project was a result of People Power’s cam-
paign for a green lane pilot program, which was approved by the
Santa Cruz City Council in 2014. The treatments are designed to
remind drivers to check for cyclists before they cross the bike
lane, and were installed in conflict zones (places where drivers
may be entering the bike lane). Feedback so far has been over-
whelmingly positive, with cyclists and drivers both feeling that
everyone’s space on the road is more clearly delineated.

The green lane treatments don’t change the rules of the road.
People on bikes should still stay in the bike lane unless there is
glass or other debris in the bike lane, they’re passing another
cyclist, or if they are at risk from drivers opening their car doors.
People driving are required by law to yield to cyclists before
entering the bike lane, and use their blinkers before turning.

Green Lanes on Laurel Street and More Proposed at Freeway Onramps

Arana Gulch Multi-Use Trail Opens at Last!

GET YOUR NEW 
PEOPLE POWER T-SHIRT!

Order yours at www.peoplepowerSC.org.

• Available in adult men’s and women’s sizes
• Designed and printed locally

$20 each
free with membership of $50 or more
(Add $5 for home delivery by PedX in the Santa Cruz area.)

GREY COTTON T-SHIRT WITH
RED AND BLACK ARTWORK ON FRONT

People Power is hard at work to get more green lanes installed
throughout the county. The Regional Transportation Commission’s
Bicycle Advisory Committee, the Community Traffic Safety
Coalition, and the Santa Cruz County Cycling Club all wrote letters
of support for green lane treatments at freeway interchanges,
particularly at State Park Drive and Soquel Drive near Dominican
Hospital where there have been injuries and one fatality. Green
lane treatments at interchanges indicate where cyclists will be
crossing on- and off-ramps and they remind drivers to yield to
cyclists before getting on and off the freeway. 

We need your support to run these campaigns! To join People
Power send in the  membership form on the back of this newsletter,
or join online at www.peoplepowersc.org. And if you know a spot
that could use green lane treatments, we want to hear from you.
Contact Amelia with your ideas at director@peoplepowersc.org
or (831) 425-0665. �

Crowds gathered on January 14th to celebrate the ribbon cutting of the Arana Gulch
Multi-Use Trail, hosted by the City of Santa Cruz. Speakers included Santa Cruz
Mayor Don Lane, Supervisor John Leopold, Supervisor Ryan Coonerty, and City
Public Works Director Mark Dettle, all of whom extolled the benefits of the trail and
the years of cooperation and compromise that led to its completion. The ribbon 
cutting itself was performed by Lynn Gallagher and John Daugherty, two activists
whose work was critical to getting the trail approved. The event was a joyful 
celebration of a long and often difficult community process.

History of the Trail
People Power has a long history with the Arana Gulch Trail project—we have advo-
cated for a trail through Arana Gulch since our founding in 1991. At the time, there
were plans for a road through the gulch, which was not popular with neighbors.
People Power worked with people who lived nearby to come up with a plan for a path,
and then with Public Works staff to develop a more detailed proposal. Despite nearly
unanimous community support, the path was not supported by City Council, and the
project was stalled for many years. In 2006 the  Arana Gulch Draft Master Plan was
finally published, including plans for a bike/pedestrian path.

After the Master Plan was completed, People Power lobbied to win City Council’s
approval of the trail and supported a campaign led by volunteers Charlie Dixon and
Paul Schoelhamer to win approval from the California Coastal Commission. This
was a long, difficult process that required ongoing community support, and was
complicated by opposition from environmental

Community members Lynn Gallagher and John
Daugherty with Supervisor John Leopold and Santa
Cruz Mayor Don Lane at the Arana Gulch Multi-Use
Trail ribbon-cutting ceremony. continued on page 6

Thanks to our business members 
for supporting People Power

If you or someone you know owns a local business and would
like to support People Power by becoming a business member
please contact Amelia at director@peoplepowersc.org. 

Bay Area Bicycle Law
The Bicycle Trip–15% off parts and accessories for People

Power members (excludes bikes, labor and special orders)
The Bike Church
ComForCare Home Care
Eileen Cavalier M.A., Marriage and Family Therapy
Greenspace
Law Office of Daniel Rose
PedX
Santa Cruz Pedicab
Spokesman Bicycles–10% off for People Power members

(excludes bikes and service)
Staff of Life Natural Foods Market
Steve Piercy Web Site Builder–two free hours of website 

programming
Skip Leonard Insurance Agency, Inc., State Farm Agent



An email showed up in my inbox awhile back, announcing a trail
symposium taking place at Cal State University Monterey Bay in
January. The event link led to a list of internationally and nation-
ally prominent bike planners, advocates, and leaders in New
Urbanism. I expected it would be an expensive event with this
lineup, but it was free thanks to the organizer, the Ford Ord Re-
Use Authority (FORA). FORA is in the midst of creating regional
urban design guidelines for the development of Fort Ord from an
army base to public use. It’s exciting to see planning that includes 
bike and pedestrian trails as a way to benefit the Fort Ord commu-
nity. Visit http://fora.org/RUDG.html to learn more about FORA. 

Mia Birk, President of Alta Planning & Design, was a stand-
out speaker. Mia isn’t only a visionary, but an implementer of
healthy, connected, and livable communities. Her presentation
focused on Portland, Oregon, where she was the city’s bike coor-
dinator during its transformative phase. As she is quick to point
out, Portland wasn’t always the bike-friendly city it is now. The
transformation from car-centric to biketopia took hard work, col-
laboration, and determination. For every major bike project,
there is a story of overcoming seemingly insurmountable odds.

Tim Blumenthal, President of People for Bikes (PFB), spoke of
the significant growth of biking and its economic benefits across
the nation. Some one million people support PFB, whose vision is
to make bicycling safe and appealing for anyone who wants to
ride. To learn more about PFB visit www.peopleforbikes.org. I
spoke with Tim about Santa Cruz’s effort to build the Coastal
Rail Trail from Davenport to Watsonville and he was sold on the
trail’s benefits and its spectacular location. He tentatively agreed
to assist Friends of the Rail & Trail (FORT) and People Power in
our collaborative effort to accelerate trail construction by assur-
ing the project’s funding, staff resources, and timeline is 
prioritized by our local transportation leaders.

FORT has been advocating for and promoting the rail trail for
over 15 years. Last year, in collaboration with People Power,
FORT raised over $100,000 in private donations to leverage 
public funds for building sections of the trail. FORT’s board
members include bike advocates, public agency staff, and local
businesspeople. Ecology Action (EA), FORT’s fiscal sponsor, pro-
vides support for this effort that is consistent with EA’s work to
get more school children, adults, and families to bike safely and
more often. For more information on the rail trail and FORT
please visit www.santacruztrail.org. �
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If you were out and about on the evening of January 30th, you may
have seen an unusual sight —a line of people on glowing bicy-
cles, pedaling along the levee trails or down by the Boardwalk.
More than 200 people participated in Light Up the Night, a People
Power event that was aimed at encouraging safe and well-lit
nighttime cycling. The event included helmet decorating and
other activities at the Museum and Art & History, a helmet give-
away, raffle prizes, and music by local band SUBPAR. Free bike
lights were distributed to the first 50 riders. Participants were
encouraged to wear their brightest clothes and to light up their

bikes as much as possible, leading to a shining spectacle that was
highly visible and impossible to miss. 

Many thanks to our sponsors, partners, and volunteers, espe-
cially Bell Sports for their donation of 50 sets of lights, the
Community Traffic Safety Coalition for conducting the helmet
giveaway, and the Museum of Art & History for support and use of
their facilities. Big thanks also to Green Ways to School director
Tawn Kennedy, and to our dedicated high school interns, Max and
Lena, who were integral to planning and coordinating Light Up
the Night. �

200+ Cyclists Light Up the Night All-Star Bike Planners and
Advocates at Fort Ord Symposium
Piet Canin, VP of Transportation for Ecology Action, 
and FORT board member

County Bike Map Gets an Update
After years of dwindling supplies, the Regional Transportation
Commission (RTC) is officially out of bike maps. The maps show
bike lanes, paths, and preferred bike routes throughout Santa
Cruz County, but with new bike infrastructure like the Arana
Gulch Trail, Shugart Park trail, and separated bike lanes on
Mission Street Extension, this valuable resource is out of date.

Fortunately, the RTC has begun to update the map. While the
completion date is uncertain, we’ll let you know when the new
maps are available. Until then, you can visit the RTC’s website for
a PDF of the current map: (www.sccrtc.org/services/bike). �

CalBike News
Mandatory Helmet Law Proposed
The California Bicycle Coalition (CalBike) is opposing the proposed
mandatory bicycle helmet law and asking local bike coalitions
to do the same. On February 11, 2015, State Senator Carol Liu
introduced a bill (SB 192) that would require everyone to wear
helmets and reflective clothing while riding. According to CalBike,
“This mandate sends the wrong message about bicycling and will 
produce the wrong result: it will discourage bicycling, making our
streets less safe and Californians less healthy.”

When mandatory helmet laws were enacted in Australia 
and New Zealand, numbers of people bicycling decreased. The
Australian laws introduced in the early 1990’s led to a reduction
in bike trips by 30–40% overall, and up to 80% among some
groups (such as high school-aged women). The laws were found
to have no obvious effect on the number of head injuries.

Studies have also shown that biking and walking are safer
when more people walk and bike. If a mandatory helmet law 
discourages cycling, then it becomes less safe for everyone.
CalBike also argues that bicycling is a healthy activity, whose
benefits outweigh the risks. “Promoting bicycling saves lives 
by reducing risk of death from the diseases of our sedentary 
culture. And bicycling is getting safer. Since 2000, the risk 
of bicycling injury in California has dropped 45%. Per hour of
participation, bicycling is three times safer than swimming, and
twice as safe as riding in a car.”

CalBike believes that the focus should be on making our
streets safer while encouraging cycling. This can be done by
reducing speed limits on key streets, building protected bike
lanes and bike paths, and educating motorists and bicyclists on
how to drive or ride safely. 

What do you think about mandatory helmet laws? Read
CalBike’s arguments about the proposed law at calbike.org. If
you’d like to weigh in regarding People Power’s position, contact
Amelia at director@peoplepowersc.org or (831) 425-0665. �

January’s Light Up the Night ride made
one loop downtown before taking the
levee trails to visit the Tannery Arts
Center and the Santa Cruz Wharf. The
ride included cyclists of all ages, all
types of bikes, and even a few canine
friends.
CENTER PHOTO BY KAREN KEFAUVER. 
ALL OTHER PHOTOS COURTESY OF RICHARD MASONER



The new Shugart Park Bridge connects Vine Hill Elementary School and
Scotts Valley High with nearby neighborhoods.
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groups that were concerned about impacts on sensitive habitat
and the endangered Santa Cruz tarplant. Both sides were
required to make compromises in order to see the trail to com-
pletion, and the project you see today is a scaled-back and
lower-impact version of what was originally proposed. The Arana
Gulch Master Plan includes a management plan to protect the
tarplant, which does best when competition from other grasses
is minimized. In recent history, this has been accomplished 
by livestock grazing. Cows were introduced to Arana Gulch in
February and will be there through June.

A Better Bike Connection
The Arana Gulch Trail provides a key connection for people on
bikes traveling between Capitola, Live Oak and Santa Cruz.
Currently, cyclists traveling from Santa Cruz to Capitola have
two options: Soquel Avenue/Drive, a high-traffic street which
was recently the site of a cyclist fatality, or the beach route
along East Cliff crossing the harbor bridge (Murray/Eaton),
which is often described as a scarey spot for cyclists. The new
trail gives cyclists the third option of taking Broadway Avenue to
Brommer Street. Broadway and Brommer both have bike lanes
and are relatively low-traffic streets that make for a direct and
safer ride.

In order to encourage more bicycling, we need a complete
network of safe facilities that make it easy to reach major 
destinations within the county. The Arana Gulch Trail expands
that network by connecting two safe routes, and provides a great
new option for cyclists traveling across town. �

6

PROGRESS ON THE LIVE OAK RAIL TRAIL SEGMENT

At their January 27th meeting, the Santa Cruz County Board of
Supervisors accepted a report on the Monterey Bay Sanctuary
Scenic Trail (Rail Trail). They also directed staff to apply for a
federal transportation grant (known as TIGER) for construction
of Segment 9 of the trail, which runs from the east side of the
San Lorenzo River in Santa Cruz to 17th Avenue in Live Oak.
Segment 9 has been identified by stakeholders as a high-priority
section, and will provide access to Shoreline Middle School, Del
Mar Elementary School and Cypress High School, as well as the
lovely Schwan Lagoon and the Seabright neighborhood.

First District Supervisor John Leopold is a strong supporter of
the project. “Segment 9 is critical because it connects the City
and Live Oak, and links to four schools, a state park, the Swim
Center and soon-to-be-constructed Youth Center/Boys & Girls
Club. Thousands of people use these resources every day and they
should have a safe place to ride bikes or walk. Working together,
we can get it built.” This segment also has the advantage of con-
necting to the Westside rail trail segment (coming in 2017) as
well as to the Wilder Ranch Bike Path. Together, these facilities
add up to 6 miles of separated trail for the public to enjoy.

Santa Cruz County faces tough competition for the TIGER grant
from bike and pedestrian projects around the country. In addition,
this is a challenging segment of trail, with multiple bridges and
an estimated $12 million price tag. Elected officials, County staff,
and community advocates are currently seeking additional fund-
ing options. Stay tuned for ways to support this project! �

This past February we celebrated the opening of a Safe Routes
to Schools project in Scotts Valley that includes a biking and
walking trail through the future site of Shugart Park, which is
between Siltanen Park and Glenwood Drive. In addition, the proj-
ect established new sidewalks and bike lanes on Vine Hill School
Road and a portion of Tabor Drive. The new Shugart Park path
provides a connection from Scotts Valley High and the surround-
ing neighborhood to Vine Hill Elementary, allowing pedestrians
and cyclists to bypass heavily-traveled roads. Funding for the
project was provided through a state- and federally-funded Safe
Routes to School grant, as well as city funds. A big thanks to 
former City engineer Magid Yamin, who secured the grant and
managed construction of the project. Thanks also to Scotts Valley
City Council members for their support. If you have ideas for bike
projects you’d like to see in Scotts Valley, contact Amelia at
director@peoplepowersc.org or (831) 425-0665. �

Arana Gulch Community Heroes
People Power was proud to give our 2014 Sustainable
Transportation Awards to Chris Schneiter, Lynn Gallagher
and John Daugherty for their work bringing the trail to com-
pletion. Chris Schneiter is the Assistant Director of Public
Works for the City of Santa Cruz, and has managed the proj-
ect through much of its long history. Lynn and John both
advocated for the trail on behalf of the mobility-impaired
community, and were critical to building support and getting
the project approved. Big thanks also go to Paul Schoelhamer
and Charlie Dixon, community organizers and advocates 
who were key to moving the project forward in the midst of
controversy. Special appreciation also goes to former People
Power directors Ron Goodman and Micah Posner—and of
course, the community of People Power members and sup-
porters who shared our vision for this facility every step 
of the way. 

New Bike Path in Scotts Valley

Arana Gulch continued from page 1

NEW GRANT APPLICATION FOR NORTH COAST 

In January 2015, the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation
Commission (RTC) submitted a $5.3M grant application to build
a portion of Segment 5 of the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail
Network. The project includes 4.6 miles of paved trail from the
Wilder Ranch parking lot to Laguna Road, as well as 1.7 miles of
natural surface trails connecting the rail line to the coast.

In pursuing this grant, the RTC is taking advantage of a 
very specific opportunity. Funds are available through the
Federal Lands Access Program, which aims to (you guessed it)
increase access to federal lands. If funded, the project will 
provide connections to the Coast Dairies property, the Monterey
Bay National Marine Sanctuary, as well as to the California
Coastal National Monument. Because of its proximity to federal
lands, Segment 5 of the Rail Trail was the best suited to the grant
requirements.

The current estimate for this project is $9 million. Land Trust
of Santa Cruz County has pledged $3 million in matching funds,
and the Coastal Conservancy is contributing another $1 million.
California State Parks and the County Public Works Department
are also contributing in-kind matching funds through construc-
tion and/or management. 

The RTC will find out in April if they make the short list for
funding, and final awards will be announced in June. Stay tuned
for updates and check out the RTC website (www.sccrtc.org) for
a fabulous video about the project that was submitted as part
of the grant application. �

Rail Trail Updates

Green Ways director Tawn Kennedy and Earn-A-Bike program participants
out on a ride with Trips for Kids Santa Cruz.

Save the Date!
Bike to Work/School Day 

is Thursday, May 7th
Visit the Bike to Work website (bike2work.com) for 
a list of breakfast sites and other Bike Week events.
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Earn-A-Bike
Green Ways to School’s Watsonville Earn-a-Bike program
wrapped up on a rainy night this past December. Though damp,
all 15 middle school participants went home with bicycles, hel-
mets, locks, front and back lights, and bike multi-tools. Over the
course of 2014, Earn-a-Bike participants, staff, and volunteers
refurbished 30 used bicycles for middle schoolers. Many of these
bikes were donated by People Power members, some of whom
also volunteered their time working on bikes. In addition to pro-
viding bikes and accessories, the Earn-A-Bike program offered
bike safety training, maintenance skills, and youth leadership
opportunities to middle and high school students.

Funded by a grant from the Community Foundation of Santa
Cruz County in 2014, Earn-a-Bike is currently seeking funding for
2015 and beyond. “I’m very grateful to the Community Foundation,
People Power members, and our community partners. We are
addressing a real need in Watsonville, and getting kids stoked 
on bikes and the environment,” said Tawn Kennedy, Green Ways
director. “Now, we are reaching out to businesses in the commu-
nity to partner with us to keep this great program alive.”

If all goes well, Earn-a-Bike will hit the ground rolling again
in mid-April. “We hope to serve even more kids this year,” says
Tawn. If you are interested in volunteering, have a bike to donate,
or you know a business that would like to help sponsor the
Watsonville Earn-a-Bike program, please contact Tawn Kennedy
at  cyclerevolution@gmail.com or (831) 425-0667. �



After overcoming objections from neighbors, bike lanes were installed
in both directions on Western Drive between Mission and Echo/Flower
Streets in early 2015.
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In 2008, the City of Santa Cruz was designated a Silver-level
Bike Friendly Community by the League of American Bicyclists.
The ranking was based on the five E’s: Enforcement, Education,
Engineering, Evaluation and Planning, and Encouragement.
The application was completed by members of the former City 
of Santa Cruz Bicycle Committee (Connie Wilson, John Carlos
Garza, and Rick Hyman), as well as Cheryl Schmitt, who was the
City’s Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinator at the time.

Santa Cruz’s Silver status expired in 2012, and now a group
of volunteers led by Sonia Leclerc is working to renew the des-
ignation. Our bike-friendly ranking is a good way to track our
progress towards encouraging cycling and making it safer, and
is a good incentive for local government officials and staff to
keep working for better bicycling. 

5

In some respects Santa Cruz has become more bike-friendly
since 2008, with new bike lanes, the recently completed Arana
Gulch Trail, and the Westside Rail Trail segment in the works.
But in other areas, we’ve lost ground. For example, we no longer
have a Bicycle Committee to advise City Council and Public
Works on bicycling issues, and we no longer have a current bike
plan to guide new improvements for bicycling. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Bike Friendly Community application is due in August, and
with results due before the end of the year. We would love to see
Capitola, Scotts Valley and Watsonville apply for Bike Friendly
Community status as well. If you are interested in working on an
application for your city, contact Amelia at director@people-
powersc.org or call her at (831) 425-0665. �

Business Profile
Skip Leonard Insurance Agency Inc, State Farm Agent
Q: When did you start riding a bike? How often do you ride? 
A: I started riding at age 63. This is my third year of riding my
bike every day. I commute to work from East Cliff Drive in Live
Oak , to my office at 740 Front Street during the work week and
often ride up to UC on my lunch break. 

Q: What do you love about riding your bike? 
A: Riding a bicycle has changed my life. It keeps me trim and fit.
Nine years ago I lost 80 pounds by running. I continue to keep
the weight off by bicycling. 

Q: Does bicycling play a role in your business? 
A: My office is bike friendly. We have bicycle racks to lock your
bike, or you are welcome to bring it into our office with you when
you visit us. State Farm sells homeowners and renters insur-
ance, which includes insurance for (lost or stolen) bicycles.

Q: What is your favorite place to bike in Santa Cruz County? 
A: That’s a hard question. I love riding up the coast on my road
bike. I want to get into mountain biking too. Lately, the new
Arana Gulch bicycle path is a favorite; it keeps me off the 
harbor bridge.  

Q: Thank you for being a People Power business member! How
did you hear about us, and what are your top priorities for
bike advocacy in the county?
A: I heard about People Power when I read an article mentioning
that People Power was an advocacy group for bicycling. I knew I
had to become a supporter. I hope to see the day when the rail
trail becomes a reality. 

I love the new green bike lanes [on Laurel Street]. It is help-
ing to keep us safe. I am hoping they will give East Cliff and
Portola Drive green lanes also. �

Hands-on learning in a supportive environment. No prior 
experience necessary! For more information about classes or
volunteering, send email to bikechurch@santacruzhub.org.

INTRO TO BICYCLE MAINTENANCE
2nd Sundays, March 8, April 12, May 10 
Noon–2PM / PLEASE BE ON TIME
This class covers the three major systems that operate on a
bicycle. We will go over basic maintenance and tour the Bike
Church. A great class for beginners or newcomers.

WOMEN/TRANSGENDER/FEM BIKE WORKSHOP (WTF!)
1st and 3rd Sundays, March 15, April 5 & 19, May 3 & 17
Noon–3PM / DROP IN
A space for those who have been marginalized or intimidated
in bike shop settings to be supported in becoming knowledge-
able and confident in cycling, mechanics and tool use. This
class is a space for women, trans and fem folks to work on
bikes and learn new skills. Taught by women/queer mechanics. 

VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION
Please email the shop (bikechurch@santacruzhub.org) or
drop in during open hours (listed on website) to let us know 
if you are interested in volunteering. We are setting up orien-
tations as needed. You do not need to have bike mechanic
experience to volunteer

703 Pacific Avenue (Entrance is on Spruce Street) 
831-425-BIKE    •   bikechurch.santacruzhub.org

THE BIKE CHURCH: Upcoming Classes
All events are free (donations accepted)

Member Profile
Reed Searle, former Transportation
and Public Works Commissioner
Reed Searle served on the Transportation
and Public Works Commission for the
City of Santa Cruz from 2011–2015.
During his term he was a persistent
advocate for bicyclists and pedestrians
and helped raise awareness of active
transportation issues. We spoke with Reed
to honor his time on the Commission and

ask about memorable decisions and lessons learned.

Q: Why did you join the Commission?
A: I was interested in bicycle and pedestrian issues and con-
cerned about growth.

Q: Are there any key decisions or campaigns that stand out?
A: The Highway 1 and 9 intersection and Highway 1 bridge was
a big debate for the Commission and the Council. The staff rec-
ommendation was to widen the intersection and replace the
bridge—which may need to be replaced anyway as a safety 
hazard—but that won’t solve our traffic problem. We can’t keep
building our way out of traffic.

After a cyclist was killed on Laurel Street near Blackburn, staff
wanted to reconfigure the street by removing a crosswalk. We
worked hard to increase pedestrian safety by keeping the cross-
walk and adding pedestrian islands to give pedestrians a safe
place to wait, while keeping the bike lanes. I think that project
turned out very well, because of a lot of determined activism.

City of Santa Cruz Goes for Bike-Friendly Gold

Ron Pomerantz and I worked hard to bring back the City’s
Bicycle Committee, which was disbanded when the Transportation
Commission and Public Works Commission were combined in
2010. It’s a great tragedy that we don’t have a Bike Committee.

Q: What are you most proud of from your time as 
Commissioner?
A: I worked with some people I really respected, like John Carlos
Garza and Ron Pomerantz. I think I was able to be the voice for
cyclists and pedestrians on the Commission and help raise
awareness that transportation is more than just automobiles.

Q: How have attitudes about biking and walking changed
among Commission members over time?
I think we flapped our mouths enough that we got people think-
ing more about bikes and pedestrians. People Power has had a
lot to do with this too.

There has been a substantial increase in awareness of
cyclists and pedestrians over time, in part because cyclists keep
getting killed.

Q: Anything else you’d like to share?
I would like to see the public bring more things to the Com-
mission,  because there are an awful lot of problems and lots of
ways the City can be made better for cyclists and pedestrians.
For example, oftentimes hedges block the sidewalks—and
there’s a County provision that homeowners are required to cut
hedges back. The Commission should also weigh in on the new
green lane treatments. There are a lot of positive things the
Commission could do. I think the prevailing view in the City is
still that streets are primarily for cars—and I think that needs
to change. �


