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August 15th, 2016

Dear Candidate for Santa Cruz City Council,

Bike Santa Cruz County promotes bicycling through advocacy, education and community building. To allow our membership and the bicycling community at large to make informed decisions in the November election, we are distributing this questionnaire to you and your fellow candidates, and request that you respond by Tuesday, September 6th by email to director@bikesantacruzcounty.org. We sincerely thank you for taking time to respond.

The Bike Santa Cruz Steering Committee will determine our candidate endorsements based on responses to the questionnaires that we receive by the deadline. We may also consider other factors, such as voting records in office and achievements or community service that advance bicycling. We may endorse any number of candidates for any particular office, as our endorsement simply means that, in our opinion, a candidate will help improve conditions for people who ride bicycles.

Regardless of whether we endorse your candidacy, we will provide thousands of readers of our newsletter, website, online social media feeds, and membership emails with an analysis of your positions on transportation issues. We will publicize our endorsements through these channels as well as inform the press. If we endorse your candidacy, we will accept your campaign sign for display in our downtown office storefront window, and inform our members on how to help with your campaign.
1. Do you currently ride a bicycle or use any other form of alternative transportation? 
I do! I recently sold my personal vehicle and bought a bike! It is beautiful. Probably one of my favorite bikes I have ever owned. I am proud of it to say the least.  I also use the bus for longer trips and if needed...I carpool!

2. What specific accomplishments and qualifications demonstrate your capacity to improve the transportation system in your community/district?

I have strong skills ins community organizing and a belief in the power of people. A good example of my ability to lead and generate money for projects can be found at the Cabrillo College Dental Hygiene Clinic. After the program directors had accepted a huge cut that would have crippled the program, I implemented a campaign that not only surveyed community members and students, but also coordinate direct action at governing board meetings.  Through the work that I coordinated with students, community volunteers and faculty members, we were able to secure a $100,000 donation from a community member, saving the program.

This is an example of the tenacity and ideology that I will bring to local politics. I will work tirelessly to educate the community about the benefits of alternate forms of transportation and scour the budget and potential grants to find additional funding to improve our transportation system.
3. The City of Santa Cruz has stated Climate Action Plan goals that include doubling bike ridership, reducing car trips to elementary and secondary schools by 30%, and decreasing single occupancy vehicle use by 10% by 2020. How do you plan to lead the City in achieving those goals?

Education, advocacy and incentives. These three ideas will help not only to inform people about the impact their choices have on the environment (with education), it will provide space for them to advocate for their visions of a city that relies less on individual vehicles and more on mass/public transit (advocacy).  In addition to education and advocacy, there is the implementation of incentives. This is based off of a model that was adopted by San Francisco and the Bay Area. Within 12 months of implementing the program, researchers saw both a decline of 44,400 cars on the roadway and a reduction in greenhouse gases of 2.7% (their 2020 goal!)!


I have attached a copy of the report to the email this was submitted with.

What we need to focus on as a city is working with our residents to understand the realities of transit as it exists in Santa Cruz. With a congested freeway, a crippled bus system and semi-safe biking options it is imperative that both city officials and independent residents buy into the reality that the only way we can make a substantial difference in our own ecosystem and the larger issue of global warming is to start making sustainable choices.
4. Planning is underway for the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail, a multi-use path along the rail line from Davenport to Pajaro. If you support this trail, how will you get the remaining City of Santa Cruz segment, which runs between the Eastside of the San Lorenzo River and 17th Avenue, built in the next 4 years?

Yes I support it. I will work diligently with organizations such as Bike Santa Cruz County and other environmental and transportation groups to decide what ways are the most beneficial and environmentally, fiscally and community sound.
5. Do you support a train or other public transportation along the rail line as part of a rail with trail facility?

Yes. With the right kind of design we can make sure that the train is effective and accessible while protecting the environment and the view at the same time.
6. In many cases, adding new facilities for people on bikes requires parking removal. How would you balance the concerns of people on bikes with those of who oppose removal of parking spaces?

Parking is a huge issue for people in the Santa Cruz Community. Not only is it hard to find during peak seasons, it is almost impossible to think what life would be like with even less parking spaces. Ideally, with an increase of bike and public transit ridership there will be less of a need for numerous parking spaces. However, if there are to be parking spaces removed from neighborhoods because of development plans or to add new facilities for bike riders, I believe it is important that the parking space be relocated to a near by lot.

If said lot does not exist, new developments should include garage parking for residents that have lost parking due to biking enhancements. Parking spots are important for local business, growth and convenience for our residents. It is imperative that as we increase our facilities for bikes, we take everyone into consideration. 
7. Implementing innovative bike treatments like protected bikeways has been shown to dramatically increase bike ridership in cities across the U.S. Do you consider these facilities to be of value? If so, how would you propose to implement them in your district?

Yes I support them. Similarly to my answer in question #4, I would work in collaboration with bike advocates, environmental specialists, city staff and funding specialists to find the funding and best locations for protected bike-ways around the city.
8. Santa Cruz County is consistently ranked #1 or #2 in the state for cyclist injuries and fatalities. What steps would you take to improve safety for people on bikes? 


With an increase to protected bikeways and sanctuary scenic trail, I hope to see a decline in biking injuries and fatalities coming out of Santa Cruz. In the mean time however, if possible, I would advocate and work towards increased legal protection for bike riders. In addition to sever penalties for injuring a bicyclist, educational programs and marketing campaigns will be launched to communicate the shared nature of our roadways and the shared responsibility shared by the driver and the cyclist.


9. How do you plan to create new safe routes to schools in your district?


I wish I could say that I was fully versed in transit, but alas I am not. I am however, incredibly interested in learning about the different solutions and suggestions from organizations who have been dedicating their lives to those solutions. So, similarly to my answer in question #4, I would work in collaboration with bike advocates (Especially Tawn Kennedy), environmental specialists, city staff and funding specialists while getting creative and thinking outside of the box. One thing that is important to me as well is the reality of  working with the communities in question and making sure that the safe route to school is in fact the route they want.

10. Do you support removing automobile traffic from Brookwood, so as to create a 2-way bicycle and pedestrian route to the Prospect Heights neighborhood?
Yes.


11. How would you improve King Street for bicyclists?

I would initially say to add bike lanes, however then we get into the issue of removing residential parking spaces for biking facilities. Being that it is one of the main access points for a middle school, I feel that bike safety and the safety of the students is paramount. The tricky part is balancing that new safety with the respect of the surrounding community and the environment. The short answer is I don't know, but I can understand some of the hardships that come with making that decision. Even more so, I understand the need to work together with the community to illustrate the need and the risk associated with not taking the necessary steps to ensure safety.
12. What else would you like our members to know about you? Please include how your campaign can be contacted, such as your website, email, telephone, Facebook page, or other methods you want to share.
I was born and raised here in Santa Cruz, so I have a profound personal commitment to the future of our town. I've seen a lot of change over the past three decades, and I want to make sure that as our town grows we meet the needs of our entire community.
Santa Cruz has the feeling of a small town but the amenities and cultural diversity of a world-class city, surrounded by stunning natural beauty. I will be a steward of our river, coastline and forests, while promoting ecological design and innovative economic solutions.

My longstanding connection to this town inspired me to start a nonprofit, where I've worked with a broad cross-section of young people and residents. We all share the same concerns; we're worried about affordable housing, access to alternative, sustainable transportation and genuine public safety. I will work tirelessly to address these issues.

Many of us feel like our political leaders aren't accessible. I'm running for city council to change that. As an elected official I will regularly attend neighborhood meetings and constantly solicit feedback about local issues. Together we can make a difference.

I'm honored to have your vote.


To contact us please visit www.drewgloverforcitycouncil.com  

You can also contact the campaign directly at:

831-325-4721

contact@drewgloverforcitycouncil.com
Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/DrewForCityCouncil/
Instagram:

https://www.instagram.com/drewforcitycouncil/ 

Twitter:

https://twitter.com/drew4sccouncil 
