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1. Do you currently ride a bicycle or use any other form of alternative transportation?

I lived and worked in Santa Cruz for over a decade without a car. After moving just north of the city, working at Swanton Berry Farm, doing research on soil fumigant use and alternatives in strawberry fields from here to Ventura County, and teaching in the Bay Area, I’ve had to make some compromises around commute options. I’ve used public transit whenever  and wherever  possible – mostly CalTrain and BART. Since moving back into the city, I’ve been on my bike, walking, and using public transit most of the time. 

2. What specific accomplishments and qualifications demonstrate your capacity to improve the transportation system in your community/district?

I have always strongly supported funding for public transit, including efforts to increase bus and liftline routes. As a labor activist, I was also part of the effort to bring contracted services back into the metro transit district’s jurisdiction to ensure good jobs and fair wages for all transit workers. Through past work and recent research, I am familiar with the MTD budget process, revenue streams, and allocations. I believe we can find ways to increase revenues for alternative transportation, and to promote alternatives through outreach and education. 

At the same time, I understand that our current infrastructure makes it difficult for people to move in and out of neighborhoods without cars for work and for families and children to move safely within neighborhoods. I want to work for concrete policies, including bike lanes, better management of lane striping, crosswalks, and other traffic mitigation measures, to support the people in our community who want to walk and bike to work and school.

As a professor of public affairs and public policy, I’ve worked with many students on transportation issues, in historical and contemporary context, always encouraging them to critically analyze issues such as: the development of our federal highway system, the powerful role of the auto industry in marketing cars and determining public transportation funding allocations, devolution of fiscal responsibility to local transit districts/communities over the past four decades, and challenges of moving across spaces with  all of the pressures of everyday life. As we know, there are many ways to do it better, and many models to draw on. It comes down to good planning and political will to demand investment for community benefit.

3. The City of Santa Cruz has stated Climate Action Plan goals that include doubling bike ridership, reducing car trips to elementary and secondary schools by 30%, and decreasing single occupancy vehicle use by 10% by 2020. How do you plan to lead the City in achieving those goals?  

This requires public investment in a mix of public education and infrastructure improvements. It also requires leadership to get additional funding from public and private sources, not only through competitive grants, but also through advocacy with state and federal government to develop long-term, stable funding streams to ensure expansion and maintenance of bike lanes and green ways.

4. Planning is underway for the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail, a multi-use path along the rail line from Davenport to Pajaro. If you support this trail, how will you get the remaining City of Santa Cruz segment, which runs between the Eastside of the San Lorenzo River and 17th Avenue, built in the next 4 years?

It’s hard to give a simple answer to a complicated question. First, I would support increased traffic mitigation fees in new development projects approved by the city. If they are dedicated (as we all know) this requires a 2/3 vote. If not dedicated, it would be up to the next city council (more likely, the one after) to decide how funds are allocated. I hope to be part of a city council that prioritizes increased revenues for this part of the rail trail – a major commuter pathway.

5. Do you support a train or other public transportation along the rail line as part of a rail with trail facility?

As a north coast resident for many years, I dreamed of the trail portion of this project and will work to make it happen. I also think maintaining the rail line for future commuter use is a critical component of our transportation planning. It will require significant resources and community engagement to make it viable and accessible. I believe it’s worth making that investment at the local level, and pushing for additional state and federal funding in the future. Measure D is a start, albeit an imperfect one. This is why I am supporting it.

6. In many cases, adding new facilities for people on bikes requires parking removal. How would you balance the concerns of people on bikes with those of who oppose removal of parking spaces?

Under some circumstances, I would support increased bike lanes even if that limits on street parking. I also understand concerns on all sides of the question. I would work for a process of real neighborhood engagement to make decisions about what works best in particular places, given the mix of commute patterns and interests. I believe that should happen before projects are placed in the pipeline. These conversations can and will be messy, but will achieve more positive outcomes.

I would also take leadership to require developers to include off street parking in higher density developments to mitigate parking pressures and provide more space for bike lanes. Given the current commercial/residential  mix, I would encourage bike lane expansion along Broadway and Water rather than Soquel – as a bike rider I find them both safer (except for a few blocks on Water) and just as direct for getting across town.

7. Implementing innovative bike treatments like protected bikeways has been shown to dramatically increase bike ridership in cities across the U.S. Do you consider these facilities to be of value? If so, how would you propose to implement them in your district?

Yes. I think San Francisco, Berkeley, and many other cities have done a good job of creating them. If they can do it, Santa Cruz certainly can. Bike SCCo has been a leader in moving the City in this direction. I look forward to continuing work for new bike lanes and green lanes in collaboration with you and neighbors in other locations. 

8. Santa Cruz County is consistently ranked #1 or #2 in the state for cyclist injuries and fatalities. What steps would you take to improve safety for people on bikes?

Part of this is related to higher levels of bicycle ridership. Part of it is related to our inadequate infrastructure, I would work to make improvements to make bike lanes safe, with a particular focus on auxiliary corridors, as discussed above and below.

9. How do you plan to create new safe routes to schools in your district?

City resources should prioritize additional striping, crosswalks, and signage, filling potholes and other maintenance on existing pathways.

10. Do you support removing automobile traffic from Brookwood, so as to create a 2-way bicycle and pedestrian route to the Prospect Heights neighborhood?

I’m not well informed enough to weigh in on this particular project, but would welcome additional conversation.

11. How would you improve King Street for bicyclists?

King Street and Delaware are important corridors for cyclists who live and work in the area. I think the city could and should include resources for improved striping and signage. I’d be pleased to work with  Bike SCCo on any and all ideas you have for improvements.

12. What else would you like our members to know about you? Please include how your campaign can be contacted, such as your website, email, telephone, Facebook page, or other methods you want to share.

I’m a longtime Santa Cruz resident, cyclist, and labor-community activist. For more information about me, visit my website: sandybrownforsantacruzcitycouncil.com  and my facebook page: sandybrownforcitycouncil. You can also email me at sandybrownforcitycouncil@gmail.com or call me at (831) 246-0399. Happy to talk with anyone anytime!

